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The Caſe. 


Whether the Church of —_ Symbos- 
lizing ſo far as it doth the Church of 
Rome, makes Communion therewith Un- 


lawful ? 


ſpeaking to this Caſe, we will, 
Firſt, Premiſe, that there is a wide and vaſt di. 
ſtance betwixt the Church of Exg/and and that of 


OMe - 

Secondly, Shew, that a-Churches Symbolizing or agree» 
ing in Guive things with the Church of Rome, is no War- 
rant for Separation-from the Church/ſo agreeing. 

Thirdly, Shew, that the Agreement that is between 
the Church of Exgl/andand the Church of Rime, is in ao 
wiſe ſach, as will make Communion with the Church of 
England Unlawful. 


Firſt. We think it neceſſary to Premiſe, that there 
isa wide and: vaſt diſtance betwixt the Church of Eng+ 
land and that: of Rome. Our Church having renoun- 
ced all Communion with the Churchi of Rome, this 
ſpeaks the greateſt diſtance in the gexeral betwixt tlie 
two Churches: And'as their. diſtance particularly in 
Government is. manifeſt to all, from our Churches ha» 
ving utterly caſt- oft the Juriſdiction of the. Papacy; 
ſo it is eafie to ſhew, that there is likewiſe a mighty 
diſtance berwixt them, in Do&rine, Worſhip and Diſ- 
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cipline. But we ſhall not ſtand to ſhew this in each of 
theſe diſtinly, but rather miake choice of this Method, 
viz. to ſhew that our Church is moſt diſtant from, ang 
oppoſite tothe Church of Rome. 

I. I» all thoſe Doftrines and Prattices , whereby thiy 
Church deprives her Members of their due Liberty , and 
miſerably inſlaves them. | | = - 

2. In all thoſe Doftrines and Praftices, 'in which ſh 
is juſtly Charged with plainly Contraditting the Hoh 
Scriptures. Ty 

3. In eachof their publick Prayers and Offices. 

4. Tn the Books they each receive for Canonical. 

5. In the Authority on which they each of them found 
their whole Religion. | 

Firſt , Our Church is at the greateſt. diſtance from 
that of Rome, in, al thoſe Dottrines and Praftices , bh 
which ſhe deprives her Members of their due Liberty, and 
miſerably inſlaves them. For inſtance, 

x. This Church denieth her Members all Jud; 

. of diſcretion in matters of Religion : She obliged 
them to follow her #lindfotd , and to reſolve both thei 
Faith and Judgment into hers ; as m_ infallibility 
to her ſelf, and binding all under pain of Damnation 
to believe her Infallible. 

But ozr Church permits us the fi! enjoyment of 
our due Liberty in believing and judging; and we At 
not like Members of the Church of England , if (ac- 
cording to St.Pauls injunction) we prove not all things, 
that we may bold faſt that which is good, if we 
believe every Spirit, (which St.Fohs cautions us againſt) 
and do not try the Spirits, whether they be of Gad; 
which he requires us to do. *Tis impoſſible that our 
Church ſhould oblige us to an implicite Faith in her- 
ſelf, becauſe ſhe diſclaimeth all pretence to infa/libility: 
Our Church tells us, in her 19th Article, that, As the 
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Churches of Jeruſalem , aud Alexandria , and Antioch, 
have erred ; ſo alſo the Church of Rome hath erred , not 
only in their Living and manner of \ Ceremonies , but 
alſo in matters of Faith, And. our Churches acknow- 
lecymn is plainly implyed , in aſſerting the moſt fa: 
mous Churches in the World' to have erred from the 
Faith, that fhe her /e/f muſt needs be Obnoxious to 
Errour in matters of Faith; and that ſhe would be guilty 
of the higheſt impudence in denying it.” 

2. The Church of Rowe impoſeth. a deal of moſt 
ſaviſh Drudgery' in the vaſt mukitude* of her Rites 
and Ceremonies, and unreaſonably" ſevere Tasks , and. 
cruel Penances. As to her Ceremonies, they are fo 
vaſt a number, as are enough to take up (as Sir Edwys 
Sandys hath obſerved) a great part of a mans life mere- 
ly to gaze on : And abundance of them are ſo vain 


and Childiſh , ſo marvellouſly odd and ' uncouth , as 


that \ they can naturally bring (to-uſe that Gentlemans 
words, who was a curious obſerver of them in the 
Popiſh Countries) #o other than diſgrace and ' contempt, 
to thoſe exerciſes of Religion wherein they are ſtirring. In 
viewing only thoſe that are injoyned in the Common 
Ritual, one would bleſs ones ſelf to think how it ſhould 
enter into the minds of Men, and much more of Chri/t:- 
ans, to invent ſuch things. And the like may be ſaid of 
the Popiſh Tasks and Penances, in impoſing of which 
the Prieſts are Arbitrary , and ordinarily lay the moſt 
Severe and Cruel ones on the lighteſt offkenders , when 
the moſt: Leud and Scandalous come- off with a bare 
ſaying of their Beads thrice over ,. or-ſome ſuch inſig-- 
nificant and idle buſineſs: | 
But the Church of Erg/and impoſeth nothing of 
that Drudgery , which makes ſuch Vatllls of the poor 
Papiſts. Her Rites are exceeding few,” and thoſe plain: 
and eafie, grave and manly , founded on the- Practice - 
tne. - 
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the Church, long before Popery appeared upon the 
Stage of the World. Our Church hath abandon'd the 
foe Popiſh Sacraments, and contents her {clf with thoſe 
two which Chriſt hath ordained : As is to be ſeen in her 
2.5th Article, where ſhe declares, that There are two Sa 
craments ordained of Chriſt our Lord in the Goſpel ; that is 
to ſay, Baptiſm and the Supper of the Lord. Thoſe frve 
commonly called Sacraments ; that is to ſay, Confirmation, 
Penance, Orders, Matrimony, and Extreme Unxion,are not 
to be. caynted for Sacraments of the Goſpel ; being ſach as 
have. grown, partly of the Corrupt follawing of the Apoſtles, 
partly are, ſtates. of\ life. afowed in the Scriptures.c But 
yet have not like, Nature. of Sacraments with Baptiſm aud 
the. Lords Supper : For that they have not any vifible 
Sign or Ceremony ordained. of God. The, Sacraments were 
not. orgained of Chriſt, to be gazed upon, or to be carried 
about, &xc. And, in ſaying that our Church owns not 
the fore-mentioned Popiſh Sacraments , 1s. implied 
that the hath nothing to do with any of thoſe very mas 
ny Spperſttious, Fopperies, which are. injoyned in the 
Offices appointed tor the, Admuniſtration of. thoſe Sacrax 
MENTS. 

Again, Our Church no whit more imitates that of 
Rome. in her Cruel Tazks and Penances, than in her Cere- 
monies ; as is needleſs. to be ſhewed. 

In ſhort, in our. Churches few. Rites, ſhe hath uſed no 
other, Liberty, but-what ſhe judgeth agreeable to.thoſe 
Apaltolical Rules of Doing, all things decently and in. or- 
der; and. Doing all things to Edifcation And ſhe im- 


poſeth her Rites.not, (as. the, Church, of Rome doth hers) 
as neceſſary, and as parts of Religion, but as. meer]ly, indif- 
ferent and changeable things; as we find -in, her. 34th Arti- 
cle, where ſhe gglgres that, Every Particular or. Natio- 
nal Churchhath Authority. to Ordain, Change and Aboliſh 
Ceremonies, or, Rites of- the Church, 0rdained onely by 
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Mans Authority, ſo that all things be done" to Edifying. 
And this Article - Fex/vs thus : . /t is not neceſſary that 
Traditions and Ceremonies be i all plices oe; or utterly 
like; for at all times = have been divers, aud may L 


ay red according to the diverfities of Countrys, Times 
and Manners ; {o thet nothing /h Ordaiied gain Gods 
Word. = NA 
2. The Clitttch of Rowe fabjets her Membets by fe 
veral of her NofQtrines to inſlavihg Paſtors. For in« 
ſtance, that of Purgatory makes them all their life-time 
ſabje& tothe bondages of Fear ; at leaſt thoſe of them 


| whoare ſofollicitous about the life to come, asto enter- 
tain? any miſtruſt or doubting (as it's ſtrange if the moſt 


Creduloug of them do not) concerning the Efficacy of Pe--- 


ances and Indulgences. 
Her Dodtrine of Auricular Confeſſion ſubjeCts all that 
are not forſaken” of all Modeſty, to the paſſion of Shame. 


Hoe Dodrine of the Dependance of the Efficacy of the - 


Sacraments upon the Prieſts intention, muſt needs expoſe 


all confiderative people, and thoſe who have any ſerious . 
concern about their ſtate hereafter, to great Anxiety and - 


Soficitude; 
But #heſe- Do&rines are all rejefted by the Church of 
England. That of Pargatory ſhe declares apainſt in 


theſe Words, Article 22d. The Romiſh Dodtrine- f 


Purgatory, is a vain thing fondly invented, and groun 
ed on no Warranty of Scripture, but rather Repugnant to 
the Word of - God. As to that of Auricular Confeſſion, 
nothing like it is taught or praQtiſed in' 'ovr Church. 
Her Members are obliged onely- to Confeſs their Sins 
to God, except when *tis neceſfary to Coanteſs them to 
Mes, for the relieving of their Conſtiences, and their ob- 
4 ng others ; or inorder tothe righting 

they have wrotged, when due fatisfaction'can'r 
otherwiſe be made ; or"1n'order to'their giving Glory to 
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God , when they are juſtly accuſed, \and their guilt 
proved: in which caſes, and ſuch like , "tis without dif 
pute our duty toconfeſs to Men. rachel 

Nor have we any ſuch DoCtrine in ovr Church , ts 
that of the Dependence of the Efficacy of the Sacraments 
en the Prieſts intention; but the contrary 1s ſufficient- 
ly declared , Article 26th, viz. that The Efficacy. of 
Chriſts Ordinance is not taken away by the Wickedneſs 
of thoſe that Miniſter. 

3- The Church of Rome ſubjects her Members by 

not a few of her DoCtrines and Praftices to Vile Aﬀett;- 

See 7:%0"- #5 and Vices of all ſorts: As. miglit,be- largely. thew-. 

etlica, ed, and will be in part, under the-..next Head of. did- 

Chap. 17- courſe. | WE 

But our Church neither maintains any.- Licentious. 

Principle, nor gives Countenance to any, fuch Brace ; 

- our Adverſaries themſelves being Judges, --; | ++; _ 

| Secondly,” The Churchiof - England is at the; great» 

. eſt diſtance from-that of Rome , -. in ail thoſe Dottrines 

| and Prattices in which ſbe, is, juſtly charged with: plainly 

contradifling the Holy Scripture, For inſtance ,, (not, 
to repeat any of thoſe ranked under the foregoing, head, 
ſeveral of which. may alſo fall under zbzs) gr. DoEtrines 
of Image-Worſhipx of. Invocation of - Saints (with her. 
groſs practiſing upon them) of 7ranſut/tantiation , of 

Pardons and Indulgencies, of the Sacrifice of the Maſs, Ml 

wherein Chriſt is pretended to be-ſtill. offered up afreſh p 

for the quick and dead, Her keeping\.the Holy. Serip- WM |r 

tures fromthe Vulgar., , and making, it ſo haingus a crime. 

= to read the Bible , becauſe by this means her, fout Er-; WM © 

rours will be in ſuch danger of. being diſcovered ;,and WW ;;, 

the People;,, of not continuing umplicite believers. W /;, 
| Heir: injoyning;; the! ſaying of \ Prayers ,. and the , Admi«; Wl 
niſtrateon | of \the. Sacraments ,..in ,an unknows Tongue. 

Her Robbing the Laity of the Cup in the Lords Supper. 
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7] 
Her probibiting Marriage to Prieſts. Her Doitrines- 
Oerit , and works of Supererogation. Her making 
himple Fornication a mere Venial fin. Her damning all 
that are not of her Communion. Fer moſt deviliſh cruelties 
towards thoſe whom ſhe is pleaſed to pronounce Hererticks. 
Her darling Sons Do&trines of Equivecation and Mex- 
tal Reſervations ; f the Popes power of diſpenſing with 
the moſt Solemu Oaths, aud of abſolving Subjets from 
their Allegiance to their Lawful Princes : with many 
others not now to be reckoned up. | | 

But the Church of Exg/and Abominates theſe and 
the /ike Prigciples and Practices. As to the in{tances 
of Image-Worſhip , Invocation -of Saints, and Pardons 
and Tollkonces » What our Church declareth concern- 
ing Purgatory, ſhe adds concerning ' theſe things too, 
Article 1.d. viz. That the Romiſh Doftrine concerning 
Pardons, Worſhip and Adoration , as well of Images as 
of Relicks , as alſo Invocation of Saints , is a fond thing 
vainly invented, and grounded on no Warranty of Scri- 
pture ; but rather Repugnant to the Word of God. And 
as there is no ſuch Pratfice as Worſhipping of Images 
in our Church , fo all are deſtroyed which Popery had 
Erefted among us. Nor have we in owr Church any 
Co-Mediators with Jeſus Chriſt ; we Worthip only 
one God, by one only Mediator, the Man Chriſt Jeſus. 
And the now-mentioned Practices , our Church dorh 
not only declare to be Repugnant to the Holy Scri- 
Ptures , but to be likewiſe moſt groſly Tdolatrous, viz. 
in the Homilies. 

As to the Doctrine of Tranſub/tantiation , our 
Church declareth her ſeaſe rhereot, Article 28th. in 
theſe Words : Tranſubſtantiation ( or the change of the 
ſubſtance of Bread and Wine) i» the Supper of the Lord, 
cannot be proved by Foly Writ , but it is repugnant to 
the plain terms of Scripture; overthroweth the Nature 

| B 


of 


ofa Sacrament ;. and bath given occaſion to many Super. 
Fitions. The Body of Chriſt is given , taken and eatey 
in the Lards Supper , enly after an Heavenly and Spirj- 
tual manner ; and the mean whereby the Body of Chriff 
1s received and eaten in the Supper, us Faith. The $4 
crament of the Lords Supper, was not by Chrifts Ordinance 
reſerved, carried ahout , lifted up, or Worſbipped. 4 
to the Sacrifice 'of the Maſs , ſee what our Church faith 
of it, Article 31ſt. viz. That the offering of Chriſt once 
made , is that perfeft Redemption , Propitiation and 
Satisfaftion for all the Sins of the whole World , both 
Original and Atual; and there is none other Satisfatli 
on for fins but that alone. Wherefore the S Nai of 
Maſſes, in the which it was commonly ſaid, that the Prieſt 
did offer Chriſt for the quick and the dead, to have Re- 
miſſion of. pain or guilt , were Blaſphemous Fables ,. and 
erous deceits. | pt} 

As. to the Church of Romes locking up the Scriptures, 
and. prohibiting the reading of them, Our Church hath 
not only more than once cauſed them to be Tranſlated 
into our Mother-Tongue, but alſo, as I need not ſhew, 
gives as free Liberty to therreading of the Bible , as of 
any other Book ; nor is any duty in our Church eſteem 
ed more neceſſary, than that of Reading the Scri 
ptures, and Hearing them read. 

As to Praying and Adminiſtring the Sacraments in 
an unknown Tongue , as this is contrary to the Praftice 
of the Church of Ergiand, 1o is it to her Declaratim 
alſo , Article 24th. viz. That it is a thing plainly Re- 
pugnant to the Word of God , and the Cuſtom of the Pri 
mitive Church, to have pubiick Prayers in the Church, 
or to Adminiſter Sacraments in a Tongue not underſtanded 
of the People. 
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» As 40 Robbing the Laity of the Cup in 'the Lords Sup» 
per 7 41:0 Qburdh. they-may- not receive the Bread, 
if, they ecfuſe. the Gap... : And 4#7icle '30, tells-us, That 
the Cup of the .Lort-iwot t4' be denied to, the Laity ;> for 
both the 'parts of - the Lords Sacrament, | by Chriſts. Or- 
dinance and Commandment, ought 'to be; Adminiſtred 
to all. Chriſtians alike. As to probibiting Marriage to 
Prieſts |, \thw is declared againit, Article 32. Biſhops, 
Priefts. and Deacons are not Commanded by Gods Law, 
either to vow the Eftate of fing/e Life , or to abſtain from 
Marriage; therefore it is Lawful for them, as for all 
other Chriſtian Men, to Marry at their own diſcretion, az 
they ſhall judge theme to ferve better togediineſs. 
-. As to the Popiſh Doftrine of Merit, Gur Church de- 
claresagainſt ehis , Avticle 11. We are atcounted righ- 
teous before Gad, only for the Merit of our Lord and 
Saviour Feſud Chriſt by Faith, andwot for our own Warks, 
or..|Deſer uings. '\ Wherefore , that we' gre juſtified. by 
Faith-only, '(viz. ſach a Faith -as purifies the Heart, 
and works by Love) is a moſt wholſome Dottrine , and 
w#try fall of Comfort; 4s more largely is expreſſed in the 
Homily of, Juſtification, .."\ |. 
'1As to. the DoArine of 'Supererogation , this is cons 
futed , Article 14. Voluntary Works, befides , over and 
above Gods Commandments, which they call'Works of 
Supererogation , cannot be taught without Arrogance and 
Impiety: For by them Men do declare, that they do not 
only . render unto God as much; as® they are bound to do, 
but that they do more for his ſake than of bounden duty 
is required : whereas Chriſt ſaith plainly , When ye have 
done all that are Commanded to you , fay., We are unpro- 
fitable Servants. -  R 

' As. 'to making fimple Fornication a meer Venial /in ; 
Owr Church will endure no fuch Do&rine, For as in 
the Litany ſhe calls Fornication expreſly a deadly i 
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ſo hath it ever been accounted in Our Church,one of the 
moſt deadly,cven conſidered as diſftintt from Adultery.” 

Asto the Church of Romes Damning all that are not of 
her Communion , the Church 'of England is guilty of no 
uncharitableneſs /ike it ; and .never pronounced ſo fad a 
ſentence againſt thoſe in Communion with the Church 
of Rome, as great a dereſtation as ſhe expreſſeth, in the 
Homilies , eſpecially .of her 1dolatrous and Wicked 
Principles and PraCtices. She is ſatisfied to'Condemn 
the groſs Corruptions of that Apoſtate-Church , and 
leaves her Members to ſtand or fall to their own Maſter, 
nor takes upon her to Znchqrch her. \ 

And as to the remaining moſt "/mmoral' Principles 
and PraCtices of the Romiſh Church , which are all as 
contrary to Natural as to revealed Religion , the great- 
eſt Enemies Our Church hath , cannot ſurely have the 
forehead to charge her with giving the leaſt counte- 
nance" to any ſuch. There being no Church in Chri- 
ſtendom that more ſeverely Condemns all inſtances of 
Unrighteouſneſs and Immorality. | 

Thirdly, The Church of England is at a mighty db 
ſtance from the Church of Rome , in reference to their 
Publick Prayers and Offices. Whereas our Liturgy hath 
been by many Condemned, as greatly reſembling the 
Maſs-Book, all that have compared them do know the 
contrary, and that there is a vaſt difference between 
them, both as zo matter and form : Although ſome 
few of the ſame Pray@s are found in both: and three 
or four of the ſame Rites ; of which more hereafter. To 
ſhew this throughout in the particulars,would be a very 
long and tedious task : I will therefore (ſingle out the Or 
der of Adminiſtration of Infant-Baptiſm', as we have 
itin the Roman Ritual, and defire'the Reader to com- 
pare- it with that in owr Liturgy ; and by thu take 1 
mealure of the likeneſs between our Liturgy and bh 
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Maſ-Book, @&c.. there being no greater agreement be- 
tween the Morning and Evening Services, and the 


other Offices of each, than is between theſe two; ex- 


cepting that, befides the Lords. Prayer , there is no 


Prayer belonging to the Popifh Office of Baptiſm to be 
met with in owrs. 

For the ſake of the Readers who underſtand no morg, 
of the Language that the Popiſh Prayers and Offices 
are expreſſed in, than the generality of thoſe that make 
aſe of them , take the following account of the Popiſh 
Adminiſtration of /yfant-Baptiſm in our own Tongue. 

To paſs by the long Bedroul of Preparatory Pre- 
ſcriptions,. the Prieſt , being dreſt in a Surplice and 
Purple Robe, calls the Infant to be Baptized by his 
Name, and faith, What askeſt thou of the Church of God's 


- the God-Father anſwers, Faith. The Prieſt faith a- 


gain ; What ſhalt thou get by. Faith > The God-Father 
replies, Eternal Life. Then adds the Prieſt, If there- 
fore thou wilt enter into Life , keep the Commandments ; 
Thou ſhalt Love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, 
&c. and thy Neighbour as thy ſelf. 

Next, the Prieſt blows three gentle pufts upon the In- 
fants face , and faith (as if we come all into the World 
poſſeſſed by: the Devil,) Go out of him, O unclean Spirit, 
and give place to the Holy Ghoſt the Comforter. "Then 
with his Thumb he makes the Sign of the Croſs, on 
the Infants Forehead and Breaft, ſaying ; Receive the 
Sign of the Croſs both in thy Forehead, and in thy heart : 
Tate the Faith of the Feavenly Precepts, and be thy 
manners ſuch , as that thou maiſt. now become the Temple 
of God. 

Atter this follows a Prayer that -God would always 
protett ths his Eleft one (calling him by his Name) 
that is Signed with the Sign of the Croſs, &c. And. at- 
ter a longer Prayer (the Prieſt laying his hand = the 
Intants 
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Infants head) comes the Beyediflion of Salt > of which 


this is the Form. cc 

7 exorcize (or conjure) thee, O Creature of Salt , in 
the Name of God the Father Almighty va, and in the 
Love of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſj, and in the Power of 
the Holy Ghoſt wh. 7 conjure thee by the Living God »þe, 


Sy the true God wa, by the Holy God wa; by the God 


be which Created thee for the ſafeguard of Mankind, 
and hath ordained that thog 'ſhouldeſt be conſecrated by 
his Servants , to the People entring into the Faith , that, 
in the _ the Holy Trinity, thou ſhouldeſt be made 
a wholeſome Sacrament, for the driving away of "the 
Eremy. ' Moreover, -we Pray thee, O Lord our God, that 
in-Santtifying thou wouldeſt Sanftifie vþe this Creature of 
Salt, .and in Bleſſing thou wouldeſt Bleſs it ve, that it 
may be to all that receive it a perfett Medicine remain- 
ing in their Bowels, in the Name of the ſame Jeſus Chriſt 
'our Lord ; who is about -to come to judge the quick and 
dead-, and the World by fire, Amen. This Idle and 
prophane Form being recited , the Prieſt proceeds in 
his Work with the poor Infant; and next , putting a 
little of this Holy Salt- into his mouth , he calls him 
'by his Name, and faith , Take thou the Salt of Wiſdom : 
(and adds moſt impiouſly) be it thy propitiation unto 
Eternal Life , Amen. This ended with the Pax tecum, 
God Almighty is next mockt with a Prayer , That this 
Tnifant , who hath taſted this firſt food of Salt , may not be 
ſuffered any more to hanger , but may be filled with Ce- 
leſtial Food, &C. 

Now follows another Exorciſing of the Devil, where. 
in he is conjured as before , and moſt wofully becalled. 
And next the Prieſt Signs the Infant again with his 
Thumb on the Forehead, faying, And this Sign of 
the Floly Croſs wh which we groe to his Forehead , thou 
Curſed Devil never dare thou to Violate. By the ſame 
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Feſus Chriſt our Lord, Amen. And now after all this 
tedious expettation , we ſee ſome Sign of Baptiſm ap- 
proaching , for the Prieſt puts his hand again on the 
Infants head , and puts up a very good Prayer for him, 
in order to his Baptiſm. 

The Prayer being ended, he puts part of his Robe 
upon the Infant , and brings him within the Church, 
(for he hath been without all this while) ſaying , (cal 
ling him by his Name) Enter thow into the Temple of 
Ge , that thou mayeſt partake with Chriſt in Eternal 
Life, Amen. Then follow the Apoſtles Creed , and 
the Pater Noſter. But after all this, here's more exer- 
cife for our Patience ; for the Prieſt falls to his fooling 
again : For now comes another Exorciſing or Conju- 
ring of the Devil. And this being alſo concluded, the 
Prieſt takes Spittle out of his Mouth, and touches 
therewith'the Ears and Noſtrils of the Infant. And 
in touching his right and left Ear , he faith, Ephphatha, 
(i. e.) Be-opened. Then , touching his Noſtrils, he 
faith, for a ſavor of ſweetneſs : (no doubt mighty ſweet !) 
Another Conjuratton of the Devil followeth, in theſe 
Words , Be packing, 0 Devil, for the judgment of God is 
at hand. | 

And now the Prieſt will make: you hope again that 
he hath not forgotten his main buſineſs : For he asks 
the Infant , whether he renounces the Devil, and a/ 
his Works, and all his Pomps ; of which he makes three 
Queſtions; and the God-Father diſtintly anſwers to 
then. But alas he is thus ſoon gone off trom his pro» 
per Work again , for now you have him dipping his 
Thumb in Zoly Oy! , and Anointing the Infant with it 
in his Breaſt, nd betwixt his Shoulders, in the figure 
of a Croſs, ſaying, 1 Anoint thee. with the Oyl of Sabva- 
tion, in Chriſt Feſus our Lord , that thou mayeſt obtain 
Eternal Life, Amen. | 
Then 


[14] 

Then next he puts oft his Purple Robe, and puts on 
another of a White Colour , and talls in good earneſt tg 
the great buſineſs : for having askt three more Queſtj. 
ons out of the Creed, and received the God-Fathers 
Anſwers, and this other Queſtion, Whether the Infant 
will be Baptized? and received the God-Fathers an- 
{wer to that, he pours Water thrice upon the Childs 
head , as he reciteth over it our Saviours Form of Bap- 
tiſm, doing it each time, at the naming of each of the 
three Perſons. 

And now (that the Prieſt mayn't coxclude leſs wiſely 
than he began) comes the Chriſm or Holy Ointment, 
in which dipping his Thumb, and Anointing the In- 
fant upon the Crown of his head in the figure of: a 
Croſs , he thus Prayeth : O God Omnipotent, the Father 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt , who bath regenerated thee of 
Water and the Holy Ghoſt , and who hath given thee Par- 
Yon of all thy Sins, Anoint thee with the Chriſm -of . Sah 
.wation, in the ſame Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, to Eternal Life, 
Amen. And next, after the Pax tibi, and the wiping 
of his Thamb, and the Anointed head, he takes a White 
Linnen Cloath, and putting it on the Childs head, uſeth 
this Form : Take the white Garment which thou mai 
carry unſpotted before the Tribunal of our Lord Jeſu 
Chriſt, that thou maiſt have Eternal Life, Amen. 

And Laſtly, He puts into the Childs , or his God- 
Fathers hand, a lighted Candle, and faith , Recezve the 
burning Lamp, and keep thy Baptiſm blameleſs ; keep God 
Commandments , that when the Lord ſhall come to the 
Wedding , thou maiſt meet him , together with all by 
Saints, inthe Celeſtial Court , and maiſt have Eternal 
Life, and live for ever, Amen. Concluding all with this 
Form, Goin Peace,and the Lord be with thee, Amen. 

And as if there were not fooling and ridiculous do- 
ings enough in this Office of the Common Ritual, there 

are 
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are divers other added to them , in the Paſtorale : For 
inſtance, the Ceremony of blowing thrice in the; Childs 
Face is hereto be done Croſsways. And after the Conjue 
ration following. to which two more are here added, the 
Prieſt Cynlng us Forehead, faith, Sign thee in the Fare- 
head in the Name of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, that thou 
| maiſt truſt in him. Then he Croiſeth his Eyes, ſaying, 
' WW 7 Bleſs thy. Eyes +; that . thou maift ſee his: Brightneſs. 
Then his Ears, ſaying , 1 Bleſs thine Ears,” that: thay 


maiſt hear the Word of his. truth. . Then. his Noftrils, Croflings 


faying , 7 bleſs thy Noſtrils, that thou maiſt ſmell his 
ſweetneſs. Then his Breaft , ſaying, 7 Bleſs thy Breaſt, 
that thay maiſt believe in him. Then his Shoulders, 
bear the. Toke of bis Service. 
faying , 1 bleſs thy Mouth 
who Lives and Reigns God with the Father, &c. Again, 
The Child here reteives the Sign af the Croſs in his 
Right-hand, _ the Prieſt ſaying , (calling- him by his 
Name ) 7 deliver thee the Sign 4 our Lord Feſus 
Chrift , in_thy Right-hand , that thou maiſt Sign thy 
ſelf, and drive away the Enemy on all fides from thee, 
and maiſt have Eternal Life, &c. K 

Here alſo, the Prieſt, is to Jay his Robe on the Child 
in the Figure of a Crols, with a many dire menaces tor- 
menting the- Devil before his time. Here. alſo the 
Ave Maria is, added to the Pater. Noſter. The Infant 
likewiſe hath this BenediGtion. pronounced over him 
before his going to the Font ; The Benedifton of God 
the Father wh Almighty, and of his Son »þ and Holy 
Ghoſt ve deſcend and abide upon thee ; and the Angel 
of the Lord keep thee , until thou comeſt to Holy Baptiſm. 
As if 'the poor Creature were in mighty danger of be- 


16 | 19g carried away Yu Devil , before he could be 
= Baptized , notwith _—_ all the paſt Cen"ns, 
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wo owe Lora” Then all the» Holy: /nvocenes.” 


r»St. Stepherry\ and. Ton orhcr by 
New 1 Then at ol Hay argrs rogrthe >/Then!t 


Seven more Saints. * Then all the Biſhops s => Confe (lors 
rogether) 'Then all:the bboly'Dadtors; Then!/FivEmore 
of [their own'great, Sdints by Name, ihenall:che Holy 
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Prieſts and Levizes:://Then-all .the Holy: :Mewks . and 
Hermes I'EtenSeveiv She Szixre.by Name. | \Then all 
x theHoly Hangar and Wialors:r AniZaſty, Adlthe Je" 
re and She Saihts rogether:! R295! 
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' Fourthly, We proceed to thei ;/ that: there is alſo no} 
ſrnalÞ diſtance beveehi the Church of Englasd)arid' that; 
of Rome, in reference to the Books they receive for Canoni!? 
cal. This 'will: be' Irmmiedintdyridifpatcheds;: For to 
moreas tobe ſaid upor th6 fabject. but that |'wherecas 
the" Ohqreh ofRome rakes: all: the Apoc phd Books. in- 
to her” Canon; the Churchwof. Exttand; like all other 
Proteſtart' Churches: receives only thoſe Books of the 
ON and New: Teſtament for:Cdnanital> Scriprare }. as 
ſhe declares it her' Sixth Article, , of whoſe Axtbority 
there was wever axy-doubt in the Church. .: And the de- 
clareth eoncerning; the Apocryphal Books in the ſame 
Avticle, ciring St. Hierom for berAmborita, That the 
Obulrch dethonead them for| Example (of Jife), avd- tne 
Pruttivw of manners's,. "but yet it afoth not apply them to 
Eftablifh- anj\Doftrine.. \\ Andr\after. the.exainple of ;the: 
Primitive Chanrch 7 no tnbredoth\owrs-; * points 
the\reatine- fone" of 'therh! only tprm, the fore Ace 
cout \i-7. » OY VIII 4 Whvyy vignels * 
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Rome, inreference to | the Authority on which they each 
found their whole Religion. As to the Church of Rowe, 
ſhe makes her own Infallibility the Foundation of Faith 
For ind ft Oh | . nv ' 
x.//Our 'belief of the Divine Authority of the Holy 
Scriptures themſelves ,. mult, according to ber Dottrine, 
be foundedupon'her infallible Teſtimony. 

. 2. As fo that Prodigious deal-which-ſhe hath added of 
her'\ows to/the Dofrines.and Precepts of the Holy Scri 
ptures; and which ſhe makes as neceſlary-to be believed 
and pratiſed, as any! matters of :Faith-and PraQtice con- 
tained in the Scriptures (and more neceſſary too , than 
many of them) the Authority of thoſe things'ts founded 
upon her unwritten Traditions.,” and theDecrees of her 
Councils ; whict: ſhe will have to be no les inſpired by 
the Holy Ghoſt, "than ' were 'the Prophets and Apoſtles 
themfetves, on oh | 

« But Contrariwiſe, the Churchof: Exg/and doth, 

+ 7. Build the:whole of her Religion. upon the Sole Aus 
thority of Divine Revelation - in the Hely Scriptures : 
And therefore ſhe-takes every jot thereof: out of the 
Bible. - She makes the Scriptures the Complete Rule of 
her Faith, and of her Praftice too ; in all matters nt. 
ceſſary to Salvation , that" is, in- all the parts of Rel 
gion ; nor is there any Genuine Son of this Church, 
that maketh any thing a part of his Religion that 
is not plainly contained in the Bible. -- Let us ſed 
what our Church  declareth to this purpoſe, in her 
r6 Article, viz. That: Holy Scripture. <ontaineth ol 
—_ neceſſary to Salvation; ſo that whatſoever is #t 
read therein, nor may be proved thereby, is not to be 6s 
red of any Man, that it ſhould le believed as an Article 
Faith, or be thought -requifite or neceſſary to Salvation. 
So that, as Mr. Chi Jingworth faith, THE - BIBLE,: THE 
BIBLE IS THE RELIGION OF PROTEST. ANTH 
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So you ſee the Bible is the Religion of the Proteſtant 
Church of Exgland + Nor doth the fetch one 7ittle of 
her Religion ather out of unwritten Traditions, or De- 
crees of Councils. Notwithſtanding ſhe hath a great Re- 
verence for thoſe Councils which were not a Company 
of Biſhops and Prieſts of the Popes packing, to ſerve his 
purpoſes, and which have beſt deſerved the Name of Ge- 
neral Councils, eſpecially the Foar frff; yet her Reve- 
rence of them conſiſteth not inany opinion of their /x- 
fallibility : As appears by Article 14. General Councils 
my wot be gathered together without the Commandment 
and Will of Princes ; and when they be gathered together 
(for as:much as they be an Aſſembly of Men, [ne , all be 
not Governed with the Spirit and Word of God) they may 
Err, and ſometimes have Erred, even in things pertaining 
unto God. Wherefore things ordained by them as neceſſary 
to Salvation, have neither Jeremy nor Authority , unleſs 
it may be declared (thar is, manuteſtly (proved) that they 
be taken out of Holy Scripture. 

Let us ſee again how our Church ſpeaks of the mat- 
terin hand, Article 20. The Church bath Power to de- 
cree Rites or Ceremonies, and Authority in Controver- 
fies of. Faith :' And yet it is not Lawful for the Church 
to Ordain any thing that is contrary to Gods Word Writ- 
ten ; neither: may jt ſo Expound one place of Scriptare, 
that it be Repugnant to another. W —_ although 
the Church be a Witneſs and Keeper of Holy Writ (that 
1s, as the Jewiſh Church was 1o ot the Canon of the 
O!d Teſtament, by whoſe Tradition alone it could be 
known, what Books were Canonical, and what not ; fo 
the Catholick Chriſtian Church , from Chriſt and his A« 
poſtles downwards is ſo, of the Canon of the New;) 
Tet as it ought not to decree ary thing againſt the ſame , 
ſo beſides + ſame ought it not to inforce any thing to be 
believed for neceſſity of Salvation. If it be asked who 
is 
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is to Judge , what is | le. or contrary to Holy. 
Writ.?.*tis manifeſt that Our Churcli-leavesut to every! 
Mat to Judge for/hmaſelf.;/ But 'tisObjefted'pithar *ris;) 
to be acknowledged , thiat-if. the Church-only claimed 
a Power to Decree Rites and Ceremonids ; (that is, ac! 
cording to the general Rules of doing all things Decenr- 
ly and Ordevly., ' and to Edification, which Power al 
Ghurches. have/ever.\Exerdiſed): 14is'1may well: enough 
conſiſt with privare Perſons Liberty to Judge for them- 
ſelves : but 'ris alſo faid in the now Cited Article , that 
the Church hath Authority.in Controverfies of Faith x 
and accotdingly. Our Church hath Publiſht 3 9 Articles, 
and requires of the Clergy,. @c. Subſcription - to them; 
To this we anſwer , that. we ſhall make one Article 
Egregiouſly to Contradi& another , and one and the 
ſame to ContradiCt it ſelf, if we underſtand by the 
Authority in Controverſies of Faith, which Our Charch' 
acknowledges a// Churches to have, any more than: 
Authority to Oblige their Members to outward Sub- 
miſſion, when their Deciſions are ſuch as Contradi& 
not. any of the Eſſentials' of our Religion , "whether 
they be Articles of Faith, or Rules of Life 3 riot an 
Authority -to Oblige them to aſſent to. their Decrees,. 
as infallibly true. Bus it is neceſfary to. the maincin- 
ing of Peace , that all Churches ſhould be inveſted with 
a Power to bind their Members to outward fubmiſſion 
in. the Cafe aforeſaid ; that is, when their ſuppoſed 
Errors are not of that Moment , as that-'tis- of more 
pernicious Conſequence to- bear with them , "than to 
break the. Peace of the Church by oppoſing them. 
And as to the fore-mentioned Subſcription that is re- 
quired to the 39 Artit/es, it is very Conſiſtent uf 
Our - new qr, ov", all Men Liberty to: Judge 
themſebves, 'and not Exerciſing Authority (as the Ro- 
miſh Church doth) over our Faith ; for ſhe irequires 
no 
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no Men'4o- $elieve thoſe: Articles, but at worſt only 
thinks-it- Convenient that-none ſhould receive Orders, 
| by be mimitted'tb Benefices, «Sc. but ſach as do believe 
them (not.alas Articles of our Fairb, but. many as 
inferiour truths) © and requires Subſcription'\ to them 
85 # Tef, whereby to Judge who doth ſo believe then. 
But the:Church of 'Rome requires all under Pain of 
Daminativh'5 to "believe all her-long Bed-roul of Do» 
Aities;-Whith have only the Stamp of. her Authority, 
znd'to believe - them too-as Articles: of \ Faith ; - or: to 
believe them with the /ame* Divine Faith that we 
do the indiſputable DoCtrines of our Saviour and his 
A - ET 


- For a-proef hereaf, the Reader-may conſult the Bull 
of Pope Pius'the Fourth , which is to be found at the 
End of the Council 'of Trenzt. Herein it ' is Ordain» 
ed that Proffflion of Faith ſhall be made and ſworn, by 
all Dignitaries, Prebendaries , and ſuch as have Bene- 
fices with Cure , Military Offtcers ,- &c. in the Form 
following : + VAGA, V 
"TN. Do Believe with a" firm Falth and do profeſs 
al and every thing contained inthe Confeſſion of - Faith , 
which 3s ofiaBy the Holy Roman Church , viz. I bee 
lieve in wie God the Father Almighty + and ſotothe end 
of the Nicene Creed. JT moſt firmly admit and embrace 
the' Apoſtalical and Ecelefiaſtical Traditions , and the 
#ther Obſervances and" Conſtitutions: of the ſaid Church, 
Alfo "the Ffoly Scriptures according tothe Senſe. which 
oar Holy Mather the Church hath: held; \and doth” bold, 
&c: 1 profeſs alſo that there + are truly \ awd prope rl 
Feven Pais Mer of the New' Law , infltuced y Jeſia 
Chriſt onr Lord , and neceſſary ts the Salvatton' of Man- 
kind; although all are not "neoryſaty v0 every tudividual 
Perſoy ,' &&c.  Þ alſo | admit ani #ceivt "the Received 
and approved Rites of the Catholick Church, in the 

Solemn 
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Solemn Adminiſtration of all the foreſaid Sacraments (of 
which I have given the Reader a taſte} / Embrace and 
Receive all and every thing which hath beew declared 
and defined concerning Original SA, and, Juſtification 
in the Holy Synod of Trent. T likewiſe profeſs that is the 
Maſs, a =" &; Proper, and Propitiatery Sacrifice is Offered 
to God, for the quick and dead: And that the Body and 
Blood of Chrift , is truly, really and ſubſtantially in the 
moſt Holy Euchariſt ,, &«c. [ alſo. Confeſs that whok 
and intire Chriſt, and the true Sacrament, is received un 
der one of the kinds. only. I conſtantly bold that there 
is a Purgatory , and that the Souls there detained are 
relieved by the Prayers of the Faithful. And is 
like manner that the Saints Reigning with Chriſt, are to 
he Worſhipped and Invoked, &c. And that their Relicks 
are to be Worſhipped. T1 moft firmly aſſert, that the 
Images of Chriſt, and of the Mother of Qyd , always a 
Virgin , and of the other Saints, areto be had and kept, 
and that due Flonour and Worſhip is to be groen to them 
I Afirm alſo , that the power of Indulgences is left by 

Chriſt in his Church, and that the wſe of them is ve 
Salutiferous to Chriſtian People. I acknowledge th 
Holy Catholick and Apoſtolick Roman Church, the Me 
ther and Miſtreſs of all Churches ; and I Profeſs and 
Swear Obedience to the Biſhop of Rome, the Succeſſor 
of $t. Peter , Prince of the Apoſtles, and the Vicar of 
ſus Chriſt. Alſo all the other things delivered , de 
creed and declared by the Floly Canons, and Oecumeni- 
cal Councils , and eſpecially by the Holy Synod of Trent, 
1 undoubtedly recerve and profeſs : As alſo all- things 
contrary to theſe , and all Herefies Condemned, Rejefted 
and Anathematized by the Church, I, in like manner, Cow 
demn , © Rejeftt and Anathematize. This true Catholick 
Faith, (vis. all this Stuff of «their own,together with the 
Articles of the Creed) without which no Man can be $ r 
"wed, 
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ved, which at this preſent 1 truly profeſs and ſincerely 
bold, I will, God Aſſiſting me , moſt conſtantly Retain and 
Confeſs intire and inviolate; and , as much as in me 
lies , will take Care , that it be held, taught and decla- 
red ,. by: thoſe that are under me, | or the Care of whom 
ſhall be committed to me; 1 the ſame N. do Profeſs, 
Vow and Swear ; Ss help me God, and the Holy Goſpels 
of God. + Who, when he Reads this , can tortear prc- 
nouncing the Reformation of the Church of . Exglaxd, 
a moſt Glorious Reformation ? 

.2. As tothe Motives our Church propoſeth for our 
belief of the DoQrrine of the Foly Scriptures, viz. that 


' that Doftrine is of Divine Revelation , they are no 


other than ſuch as / are found in the Scriptures them- 
ſelves, viz. ' the Excellency thereof , which conGiſts in 
its: beingrwhglly - adapted. to: the reforming of - mens 
Lives, and Wewing their Natures after the Image of 
God ; and the Miracles by which it is confirmed. And 
as to the Evidence of the truth of the niatters of Fact, 
viz. that there were ſuch Perſons as: the Scriptures de- 
clare to have revealed Gods will to the World (ſuch as 
Moſes, our Saviour Chriſt and his Apoſtles ;) and that 
theſe Perſons delivered ſuch Dofrine , and Confirmed 
it by ſuch Miracles , and that the Books of Scripture 
were-written by :thoſe whoſe Names they bear; Ifay, 
as to the Evidence of the truth of rhele matters of 
Fat , our Church placeth it not in her own Teſtimony, 
or in the Teſtimony of any Particular Church , and 
much leſs that of Rome , but in the Teſtimony of the 
whole Catholick.Church down to us from the time of 
the Apolties, and of Yniverſal Tradition; taking in 
that of | Strangers and Enemies, as well as Friends ; of 
Jews and Pagans, as well as Chriſtians. 
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Secondly , We proceed to ſhew , that a Churchg 
Symbolizing, or agreeing in ſome things with the 
Church of Rome, is no Warrant for Separation froj 
the Church ſo agreeing. Agreement with the Chureh 
of Rome in things either in their own »ature good , oy 
made fo by a Divine Precept , none of our Diſſenti 
Brethren could ever imagine not to be an ;ndifpenſabl 
duty : Agreement with her in what is i» its own nature 
Bvil, or made fo by a Divine Prohibition , none of w 
are ſo forſaken of all Modeſty as to deny it 'to be an 
inexcuſable ſin. The Queſtion rherefore is, whether 
to agree with this Apoſtate Church , in ſome things of 
an m»different nature, be a Sin , and therefore a juſt 

x for Separation from the Church fo agreeing 

ut, by the way, if we ſhould ſuppoſe that a Churches 
agreeing with the Church of Rome i inditfs 
rent things is ſinfut, I cannot think any of the 
more Sober Sort of Diſſenters (and I deſpair of ſuc- 
ceſs in arguing with any but fuch) will thenee infer, 
that Separation from the Church ſo agreeing is other 
wiſe warrantable, than upon the account of thoſe 
things mp n_——_ as neceſſary terms of Communion. 
But I amſo far from taking it for granted, that a Church 
is guilty of Sin in agreeing in ſome indifferent things 
with the Church of Rome , that I muſt needs profels, 
Thave often wondred how this ſhould beconie a Que 
ſtion : Seeing whatſoever is of an indifferent nature, 
as it is not Commanded , ſo neither is it Forbidden by 
any Moral or Poſitive Law; and where there s mw 
Law, the Apoſtle faith, there is no tranſgreſſion ; Sin 
being, according to his definition, the-tranſgrefſion of tht 
Law. And whereas certain Circumſtances ' will make 
things that in themſelves are neither duties nor ſins, 
to be either duties or fins , and to fall by Conſequenct 
under ſome Divine Command or Prohibition; _ 
| admi- 
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admired how this Circumſtance of an indifferent thing's 
being uſed by the Church of Rome can be thought to alter 
7 yy EE of that thing, and make it ceaſe to be 
indifferent and become ſinful. But that it doth fo, 
is endeavoured to be proved by that general Pro- 
hibition to the {ſraelites , of invitating the doings of the 
yptians and Canaanites, in thoſe Words, Lev. 18. z. 
er the doings þ 4 the Land of Agypt wherein ye 
well, ſhall ye not do, and after the doings of the Land 

Canaan whither 7 bring you , ſhall'ye not do , neither 
Jn ye walk in their Ordinances. This place divers of 
the Defenders of Nonconformity have laid great 
weight upon, as a proof of the Sinfulneſs of Symbo- 
lizing with the Church of Rowe, Even in indifferent 
things. But I chuſe to forbear the Naming of any 
whole Arguings I purpoſe to 1nquire into , becauſe [ 
would preveſit (if it be poſlible) the leaſt fuſpition in 
the Readers, that I deſign intlas Performance to ex- 

e any Mans weaknels in particular, or that I am 
therein Atted by any Perſonal Piques. 

Now .then, as to the Text now Cited ; not to. in- 
ſiſt upon the Fallaciouſneſs of Argpin , without mi 
caution , from Laws given by > A the /fraeizres, 
lo as to infer the Obligation of Chriſtians, who 
are under a diſpenſation ſo different from theirs, 
and in Circumſtances fo vaſtly differing from thoſe 
they were in; I ay, not to inſiſt upon theFallaciouſ- 
nels of this way of Arguing , (which all conſidering 
Perſons maſt needs be aware of ) if rhis general Pro- 
hibition be not at all tobe limited , then it will follow 
from thence , that the ſraelites might have no uſages 
whatſoever in common with the Agyptians or Cana- 
anites; and therefore, in as geveral terms as the Pro- 
lubition runs , our Brethren muſt needs acknowledge 
that there is a reſtriftion therein intended: it being 
D 2 the 
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- the moſt abſurd thing to imagine , that the Iſraelites 
were ſo bound-up by God, ' as to be Obliged toanun. 
likeneſs to- thoſe People in al/' their Attions : For , xs 
the Apeſtles faid of the Chriftzans, if they were never 
ro Company with Wicked Men,” they muſt needs go out 
of the World , we may fay of the {fraelites in reference 
to this 'Caſe of theirs, they then muſt needs have you 
'out of the World. Now if this general Prohibition, 
After their doings,ye ſhall not do , be to be limited and 
reſtrained, what way have we-to do it , but by confs 
. dering the Context, and confining the reſtriction to 
thoſe Particulars Prohibited in” the following verſes? 
But I need not ſhew that the particulars forbidden in 
all theſe; viz. from v. 5th. to the 24th. were not things 
of an. indifſerent Nature , but Inceſtuous Copulations, 
and other abominable As of Uncleanneſs. And God 
doth Expreſly enough thus reſtrain thaÞ general Pro. 
hibition, in the 24h v.' in theſe Words _ not 

our ſelves in an theſe things, for in all theſe the 
=_ are Defiled Thi I caſt rar Firth you. 

But thoſe that alledge this Text to the foreſaid 
purpoſe , will not hear of the general Propofition's be 
ing thus limited'by the Context ; (as- apparent as it is, 
that it neceſſarily muſt) becauſe, ſay they, we find that 
God forbids the 7raelites in other places to imitate Fea 
thens, in things of an ndifferent and Innocent Nature. 

To this I Anſwer, Firſt , "That ſuppoſing this were 
ſo; it doth not from rhence follow, that God intend- 
ed to forbid ſuch imitations in this place, the contrary 
being ſo manifeſt as we have ſeen. Bur, 

Secondly , That God hath any where prohibited the 
ljraelites to Symbolize with Heathens, in things ofa 
meer- Indifterent: and Innocent Nature ;- I mean; ' that 
he hath made it unlawful: to them, to obſerve any 
fuch Cuſloms of the Heathens, meerly upon the ac- 

coun 
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count of their Seing like them , is a very great mi- 
ſtake: -Which will appear by conſidering thoſe places 
which are: produced tor 1t. One is, Devr. 14. I. Tou 
ſhall not Cut your-ſelves, nor make any baldneſs between 
our Eyes y the dead. Now , as to the former of 
theſe prohibited things , who ſeeth not that *tis ra: 
tural, and therefore not-indiflerent 2 And as-to the 
latter, viz. the disfiguring of themſelves by Cutting 
off their Eyebrow's , this was not meerly an indiflerent 
thing neither: It being a Cuſtom at Funerals much 
disbecoming the People of God , which would make 
- them look , as if - they ſorrowed for the dead as Men 
without hope. | 
Another 'place inſiſted upon for the fame purpoſe, is 
Lev. 19. 19. Thou ſhalt not let thy Cattle Gender with 
a divers kind , ' thou ſhalt not ſow thy ground with ming- 
led-ſeed , nor ſhall a Garment of Linen and Woollen come 
pon thee, Now thele three, 'tis faid ,, are things of fo 
indiflerent a Nature, that none can-be more indifferent. 
I anſwer, 'Tis readily granted, But where is it- ſaid, 
that theſe things were torbidden becauſe the Zeathens 
uſed them > Maimoyides indeed (as I learn from Gro- 
tis) faith., that the , Zgyptiavs- uſed theſe mixtures 
of Seeds ,, and of - Linnen and Woolenin many of their 
Magical Exploits ; but *tis univerfally acknowledged 
that zheſe things , among many other, were forbidden 
to. the Fews, as | Myſtical inſtructions in-, Moral 
Duties," . tl AA wt 1 
. I, have found no other Text made uſe. of, to/ prove 
meer ingifterent things to have: been ' forbidden} the 
Iſraelites ,- only. in regard of Hegtbens; uſing them, 
which make- more for this, purpoſe than theſe rwo do, 
nor hardly another that makes ſoi much: , But if .there 
were,never ſo many , it is; not worth our whilg-to con-- 
cern Our ſelyes;now. with them ,. becaule:,/ithough we 
| ſhould: 
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ſhould ſuppoſe a great number of inſtances of ſuch thingy 
as were forbidden thoſe People , for no other reaſon, 
but becauſe the Eyyprians or Canzavites uſed them , yet 
this would ſignifi nothing to the Roy Oar Churches 
Symboliz;ug with that of Rowe in indifferent thingy 
to be Unlawtul, becauſe there is not the like reaſon, 
why. in ſuch things we may not Symbolize with Pt 
piſts , that there was why the Fews ſhould be forbidden 
;o Symbolize in ſuch with thoſe Heathens. For 
there could not be too preat a diſtance and unlikenek 
between thoſe People and theſe in their uſages , in re 
ard of rheir ſirangely Vetement inclination to their 
Superſtitious and Idolatrous PraCtices. And upvh 
this account , the diſtance was made wider (as our 
Brethrea themſelves will acknowledge) between the 
Jews and the Pagans, than it ought to be berween Chry 
ftians and them , or between Proteſtants and Papiſts 
And we find that the diſtance that God made between 
the Jews and Heathens, as very wide as it was, 
was not wide enough to preſerve the Jews from bei 
very often (and that generally too) infeted with then 
Superſtitions, and various kinds of -Idolatry : No, 
though they frequently paid molt dear for theſe thei 
Wicked Ttnitationsof thety. But, thanks be to God, 
there is ho ſuch jaclination in the Members of Ow 
Church to go over to that of Rewe , nor hath any 
- ach inclination been obſerv'd ever ſihce the Reforms 
tion. And where ove of our Communion hath Rv 
yolted "out of -Love' to: Popery , {of thole few Conipe- 
rativefy who have play'd the Apoſtates) we have cauſe 
to believe that wary have 'fo done meerly apon'the 
ore of intereſt; And I need rot fay , that ſuch Prt- 
fors would not have been preſerved from Apoſtaſie, 
owr Charches' beieÞ ſet at' the ''wideſt Awe porn 
from the Church of Rowe,it indifferent things. on 
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ſo far from being true , that there 1s a general incl;- 
nation in our Proteſtants to Popery , that nothing is 
better known , or hath of late been more obſerved, 
than the greateſt Antipathy and Averfation thereto i- 
maginable in the generality. Upon which account, I 
ſay, the foreſaid and the like Prohibitions to the i 
Nation (although they fhould be underſtood in t 
ſence of our Diſſenting Brethren) can by no parity of 
reaſon be obliging to us Proteſtant Chriftrans. 

And indeed moſt of them have ſeemed of late years 
to be pretty well aware of this, and therefore divers 
of their Writers have limited the unlawfulneſs of Sym- 
bolizing with the Romiſh Church , to things that 
have been abuſed notoriouſly, in Tdolatrous and groſly 
Superſitious Services. And that our Symbolizing 
with that Church in any ſuch things ts Unlawful , they 
endeavour to demonſtrate both by Sertpture-Precepts. 
and Examples. 

Firſt, They endeavour to demonſtrate this by 
Scripture-Precepts, And if any fach Precept as this 
could be produced, 7hat at ſach things as have Been no- 
torioufly 4 and Polluted in Itolatrous or grofly Sus 
perſtitrous. ſervices, ſhould by all be- aboliſhed and laid” 
God gfrde , there could be no place left for difpute about this 
"0 matter; and I doubt not but we ſhould all of us ex- 

TY preſs as great "Zeal, as our Brethren do, for the abo- 
all liſhing of all ſuch things. But no fuch expreſs and un- 
timuzed Precept is pretended ,. but the chief of thoſe 
Texts from whence our Brethren endeavour to Infer 
this Propoſition , That it is the will of God, that al 
54 fo polluted ſhould be utterly deſtroyed and laid 
age, are theſe following : Iſaiah 30. 22. Te ſhall defile 
alfa the covering of thy Graven Images of Silver , and. 
the Ornament f thy Molten Images of Gold: Thou ſhalt 
Caſt them away as a Menſtruzus Cloath, thou ſhalt ſay 
amo it, Get thee hence. : Deur. 
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-Deut. 7. 25, 26. The Graven Images of their Gods 
ſhall ye burn with Fire; thou ſhalt not defire the Silver 
or Gold that is on them, , nor take it unto thee, leſt thou 
be ſnared therein : for it is an Abomination t2 the Lord 
thy God. . Neither ſhalt thou bring an -Abomination into 
thy Houſe , leſt thou be a carſed thing like it; but thou 
ſhalt utterly deteſt it , and thou ſhals utterly abhor it, 
for it 8 a Curſed thing. | | 
ude 2 3.------hating even the Garment ſpotted with 
the Fleſh. 714 
Revel. 2.14. 7 have a few things againſt thee , be- 
cauſe thou haſt there them that hold. the Doftrine of 
Balaam , who taught Balac to caſt a Stumbling block Le- 
fore the Children of Iſrael , to Eat things Sacrificed un« 
to Idols, &c., V. 20. Natwithſtanding I have a ' few 
things againſt. thee , becauſe thou ſufferelt that Wamasn 
Jezebel, which calleth her ſelf a Propheteſs , to teach 
and to ſedace my Servants to commit Fornication, and to 
Eat things Sacrificed to Idols. 
Now to theiralledging ot theſe Texts to prove the 
toreſaid Propoſition, t reply”: W 
Firſt , That the laſt of them is 'altogether imperti- 
nent. For the eating of things offered to Idols condems 
ned in thoſe two verles , is nothing better than joyning 
and complying with Idolaters, and' Communicating in 
Idol-worſhips. Which the vile Gnoftiquez held they 
might do (and accordingly practiſed this Doftrine) 
to avoid Perſecution : Which abominible Sett aroſe in 
tie Church (as we learn from Jrengus, Epiphaniu, 
Euſebius, &c.). even in the Apoſtles times:, at which 
Simon Magus was the firſt Founder.” But. St. Paul: hath 
given us his Judgment concerning Enting of things 
offered to Idols, without any reſpe& to Idols in Eat- 
ng. n 1 Cor. 8 chap. viz. That upon no other. ac- 
count but that of Scandal it is unlawtul. þ 
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And the like he hath done, 1 Cor. 10. 27, 28,29: 
If ary of them that believe not bid you to a Feaſt, and 
fl | ipofed to go ;' whatſoever is ſet (before you, Eat, 
nating no queſtion for Evuſcience ſake. ' * But if 'any man 
| fay uty you',” This 4s offered in Sacrifice wnto' Taols, Bat 
| not, for his ſake who wed it , and for Conſtience ſake, 
' 8c. Conſcience I ſay not thine own, 'but of the others : 

For why is my liberty judged” of \atother mans) Conſcience 3 
b MW Thatis; 10/45 romake a thing indiffevent' init Tel, 
fanply! untawful 'to me. - Bur' the ſtating of this caſe! 
of Scandal is the buſineſs of anothers'Pen; to which 1 
refer thoſe who need fatisfaCtion in this matter. 

Secondly', 'As'to thoſe words of St. Fude--+.-hating 
even the Garment ſpotted. by the Fleſh :\ Nothing more 
can poſhibly be gathered trom them , than what we and 
all Chriſtians muſt acknowledge , 'as well as our Bre- 
thren; viz. that we onght to be as Cautious of expoſing 
ourſelves unneceſſarily to-temptations to ſin, as we na- 
turally are of touching the Garments of infeted Per-- 
ſons. But if the Text had run thus-—bating even the Gar- 
ment that was once ſpotted with the Fleſh , or once fouled 
with a Plague-Sore, though it be never fo well cleanſed 
from infeftion, then I muſt confeſs it would be an argu- 
ment for our Brerhrens purpoſe, we could make no 
reply to. 

Thirdly, As to the two places cited out of the O/d 
Teſtament, = indeed not only ſerve toprove, that it 
was God's will that the Jews ithould deſtroy 7dols , but 
alſo the Appurtenances of them. And the reaſon of 
theſe Precepts being given to thoſe People hath already 
been ſhewed , viz. becauſe they were ſo ſtrangely , fo 
prodigiouſly addi&ted to the Superſtitions and Idolatry 
of{ their Heathen-Neighbours. Bur if theſe and the like 
places ſhould m_ make for our Brethrens deſign in: 
Citing them , and do prove that Chriſtians are obliged 
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to deſtroy, or caſt away , all things notorioufly defiled 
in groſly Superſtitious and Idolatrous ſervices, 

would certainly prove wore, .. than the more ſober fort 
of Diſſenters do deſire they ſhquld. For. they donat 
obje&t againſt the lawfulneſs of - our uſing the Churches, 
or Fonts, or Bel/s, which heretofore were moſt nots 
riouſly ſo defiled by the Papiſts. But it theſe Texts ſpeak 
it to bethe duty of Chri/tians as well as Jews to de 
ſtroy all ſuch things., then 'tis manifeſt that down we 
wa with all our Old Churches, &c. or we are guilty 
of an inexcufable violation of the Divine Law. And 
to except ſuch things as theſe, after they have Evin- 
ced from ſuch Scriptures our obligation. to deſtroy all 
things notoriouſly poljuted:in' grofly Superſtitions and 
Idolatrous Services , ſeems to be making too too bold 
with the expreſs Laws of God, which make no ſuch ex- 
ceptions, nor doth the forementioned reaſon of them 
imply any ſuch. And therefore they have been high 
ly condemned for making ſuch like exceptions, by & 
thers of their Brethren who have Attained ro a higher 
diſpenſation. And conſidering this Conceſſion rhat ſuch 
things as the fore-named may {till be lawfully uſed, 
alſo the Conceſſions of .a nameleſs Author in his fs 
mous Book call'd. Nehuſbtax., that no Creature of God # 
to be refuſed, nor any neceſſary or profitable devices 
men need be ſent packing upon the account of their havin 
been much abuſed to the foreſaid ends ; 1 appeal to that 
own more ſedate thoughts, whether all that can be cor- 
cluded from ſuch Scripturesis any more than zhw , that 
things ſo abuſed ought, to be deſtroyed or aboliſhed, by 
all who have power to do it , in ſome certain caſew 
caſes, and not merely for his reaſon , becauſe they haw 
been ſo abuſed. : This, 1 preſume, none of us will deoy; 
and if they will acknowledge it, ds they muſt do if they 
will ſtand to thoſe their Conceſſions , they will be 
Conſtrained to give up this Cauſe, [ 
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F will conclude the Argument in hand with the « 


judgment of that Eminent Reformer Mr.Calvin, whoſe 
Authoritygoes farther.with the generality of our Bre- 
thren, than, I think, any Mays next to the Apoſtles. 
Saith he upon the Second Commandment, [ know that 
the Jews, throughout the time of their Pedagogy , were 
Commanded to deſtroy the Groves and Altars of Tdolaters, 
not by wertue of the Moral Law, ' but by an Appendix 
in the Judicial or Politick Law , which td oblige that 
People for a time only, but it binds not Chriſtians : And 
therefore we do not in the leaſt ſcruple whether we may 
Lawfully uſe thoſe Temples , Fonts, and other Materials , 
which have been heretofore abuſed to Idolatrous and Su- 
perſtitious uſes. TI acknowledge indeed , that we ought 
to remove ſuch things as ſeem to nouriſh Idolatry , upon 
I that we our ſelves in oppoſing too violently 
things in their own Nature indifferent , be not too Super- 
ftitious. It is equally Superſtitious to Condemn things 
indifferent as Unholy, and to Command them as if they 
were Holy. Thus you fee Mr. Catvins ſenſe 'agreeth 
exatly with Oxrs , touching this Point of Controverſie 
between us and many of our Difſenting Brethren. 
Secondly, They endeavour: alſo to make out this 
DoQtrine of theirs by Scripture-Exdhples. There are 
four or five of theſe Examples infiſted upon, but I will 
tiouble the Reader with conſidering only one of them ; 
both becauſe it is the Principal Example, and that which 
they lay moſt ſtreſs on ; and becauſe the Reply I ſhall 
make to this , will be as fatisfactory in reference to the 
r.ſt. - It is that of Flezekiah his breaking in, pieces the 
Brazen Serpent that Moſes had made, becauſe' the 
Cluldren of /rael burnt Incenſe to it , 2 Xings 18. 4. 
'Now, faith a crtain Noted Author , What Example is 
more conſiderable than that of Hezekiah,who not only abo- 
liſhed ſuch Monuments of Idolatry , as at their firſt In- 
E 2 ſtitution 
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ftitution were but Men's inventions, but brake dowy 
alſo the Brazen Serpent ( though Originally ſet up at 
Gods. Command) when once he i it abuſed to Idolatry 
And he adds, that this deed of ZZezekiah Pope Stephey 
doth greatly Praiſe (citing Wolphius for it) and pre. 
feſſeth that it is ſet before us for our imitation ; that 
when our Predeceſſors have wrought ſome things, which 
might have been without fault in their time , and after. 
wards they are converted into Error and Superſtition, they 
may be quickly deſtroyed by us who come after them. 
Which ſfoever of the Stephens this was, he was: 
ſtrangely Honeſt Pope ; elpecially [had' . he Praftiſed 
according to this: his Profeſſion , and his Infallibility. 
ſhip had judg'd * ng of Errors and Superſtitions 
And he cites Farel/as (out of an Epiſtle of Calvins) for 
rhis ſaying , That: Princes and Magiſtrates ſhould Jean 
by this Example of - Hezekiah , . what they ſhould 
with thoſe ſegurficant Rites of Mens deviſing which haze 
turned to Superſtition. And he farther adds, that the 
Biſhop of Wincheſter, ( in his Sermon on Phil.2.10.) 
atknowledgeth , that whatſoever is taken up at the in 
junition of Men, when it is drawn to Superſtition , cometh 
under the Compaſs of the Brazen Serpent, "and is to be 
aboliſhed. And he faith, be Excepteth nothing from this 
Example , but only things of Gods own Preſcribing. But 
ris ſtrange if a Biſho ſhould not except Charches, and 
ſome other things beſides which are of an humane make; 
and as ſtrange it there be nothing going before or com- 
ing after this acknowledgment, to lead us to a better 
underſtanding of it. We will not queſtion our Au- 
thors: faithfulneſs in Tranſcribing it , but wiſh he had 
told us which Biſhop of Wincheſter this is , and in what 
page of his Sermon we might find this Acknowledg: 
ment. | 
But 
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But that this FaCt of King Zezek/ab will not prove, 
that whatſoever hath been notoriouſly defiled in Idola- 
trous'or groſly Superſtitious Services ought to be abo» 
liſhed , and much leſs , that the nat aboliſhing ſome 
ſuch things is a good ground for Separation from the 
Church that neglects ſo to do , will, I preſume, ſuffici- 
ently appear by theſe following Conſiderations. 

Firſt, The Brazen Serpent was not only a thing de- 
filed in Idolatrous Services, but it was made an 7dol it 
elf. 

Mandy, It was not only a thing that had ozce been 
made an Idol , or Obje&t of Religious Worthip, but it. 
was Actually ſo at that time when it was deſtroyed. 
Nay, it was at that inſtant an Objet&t of the moſt groſs 
kind of Idolatry : It being not only bowed down to,but 
had likewiſe Ircenſe burnt to it; this being a Rite 
which is never uſed in meer Czvil Worſhip , like owing 
the Knee , &c. but fo proper and peculiar to Divine 
Worſhip, that no Rite is more ſo. Nay farther : 

Thirdly, It was not thus notoriouſly Idolized by 
ſome few of the People , but the People were generally 
lapſed into this Idolatry : As the Text plainly thewet'. 
Nay : | 

Fourrbl , There was as little hope as could be of tae 
Peoples being reclaimed from this Idolatry , while the 
Idol was in being: Seeing that of a long time they 
had been accuſtomed thereunto. For 'tis ſaid , chat 
wnto thoſe days the Children of 7ſrael burnt Incenle to 
it ; which ſpeaks it to have been not only a Cz/tom, but 
a Cuſtom alſo of a long ſtanding. 

Fifthly, Although it had been only a thing defiled 
in Idolatrous Services , yet we freely grant that 1. ought 
to have been deſtroyed , or removed from the Peoples 
ſight, if the continuance of it in their View vere like 
to be a Snare to them, and a Temptation to \dolatry : 
Sincc 
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Since now the uſe of it was ceaſed, for which, by Dj. 
vine appointment , it was firſt Ere&ted. But there way 
no neceflity for this, upon ſuppoſition -that it had ceaf. 
ed to be abuſed for any conſiderable time , and there 
were. no appearance of an inclination in the People to 
abuſe it again. And no doubt, all things of an indiffe. 
rent Nature , that have formerly been abuſed to Idol. 
try or Superſtition , ought to be taken away by the 
Governours , whenſoever they find their People again 
inclined ſo to abuſe them ; at leaſt, if ſuch abuſe cannot 
probably be prevented by other means. 

Sixthly , But had Fezekiah ſuffered the Brazen Ser. 
pent ſtill to ſtand , no doubt private Perſons (who have 
no authority to make publick Reformations) might 
Lawfully have made uſe of it, to put them in mind of, 
and affe&t them with the wonderful mercy of God 
expreſſed by it.to their Fore-Fathers; notwithſtanding 
that many, had not only formerly,but did at that very 
nick of time,make an Idol of it. And much more might 
they have Lawfully continued in the Communion of 
the Church, ſo long as there was no conſtraint laid 
upon them to joyn with them 1n, their Idolatry : As 
we do not read of any that Separated from the Church 
while the Brazen Serpent was permitted to ſtand, as 
wofully abuſed as it was by the generality. 

| will alſo conclude this Head with the ſenſe of Mr, 
Calvin concerning Rites uſed (and conſequently ſuper 

 Riitiouſly abuſed) by the Papiſts, expreſſed in thele 

ee xs, Words; Let not any think me fo auſtere, or bound up, 

perſtirione 4s to forbid a Chriſtian without any exception , to accom 

t modate himſelf to the Papiſts in any Ceremony or 0b- 

ſervance: for it is not my purpoſe to C ya any 

thing , but what is clearly Evil, and openly Vitious. To 

which may be added many other ſuch like ſayings of this 
L.carn2d Perſon. 

And 
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And thus much ſhall ſuffice to be diſcourſed upon 
our ſecond general Head , viz. That a Church's S\ymbo- 
lizing in ſome things with the Church of Rome, is no 
Warrant for Separation from the Church ſo Symboli- 


ZINg. 


We now proceed , in the Third and laſt place, to 
ſhew, That the Agreement which is between the 
Church of Ergland and the Church of Rome is in no 
wiſe ſuch as -will make Communion with the Church 
of England unlawful. 

We have ſhewed , what a vaſtly wide Diſtance and 
Diſagreement there is between the Church of England 
and that of Rome : Anc we have ſufficiently (though 
with the greateſt brevi:y) made it apparent , that a 
Church's Symbolizing or agreeing in ſome things with 
the Church of Rowe, and thoſe fach too as ſhe hath 
abuſed in Idolatrous and grofly Superſtitions Services, 
is no juſt ground for Separation from the Church fo - 
agreeing ; And we have anſwered the Chief of thoſe 
Arguments whuch have been brought for the Confir- 
mation of the contrary Do&rine. And now, from 
what hath been diſcourſed , it may with the greateſt 
caſe be prov'd, that zhoſe things wherein our own 
Church particularly , agreeth with the Romiſh Church, 
do none of them ſpeak ſuch an Agreement there- 
with , as will juſtifie Separation from our Church's . 
Communion: 

Now the particulars wherein oxr Church Symboli- - 
zeth with that of Rome , which our Diſlenters take 
offence at , and make a pretence for Separation (though þ. 
#/ Diſſenters are not oftended at a of them, and 
much lefs. ſo offended as to make them all a pretence 


for Separation) are principally zheſe following. 8 
Firſt, 


Reno 
- 


* 
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Firſt, The Government of our Church by E; 


ops. 

Ns, Our Churches preſcribing a Liturgy, or 
Set-Forms of Prayer, and Adminiſtration of Sacraments, 
and other Publick Offices. 

Thirdly, A Liturgy fo contrived as that of our 
Church 1s. 

Fourthly , Certain Rites of our Church. Particu- 
larly , the Surplice , the Croſs in Baptiſm , the Geſture 
of Kneeling at the Communion , the Ring -in Marriage, 
and the OFfervation of certain Holy-days. And to all 
theſe I ſhall ſpeak very ſuccin&ly, the limits I am con» 
fined to not permitting me to enlarge much upon any- 
of them. | n | 

But I muſt firſt premiſe concerning them all in the 
general thele following things. 

Firſt , That I take it for granted , that they are all 
indifferent. in their own nature : That there is nothing 
of Viciouſneſs or Immorality in any of them to make 
them unlawful. I know no body ſo unreaſonable as not 
to | nee this. 

econdly, That there is no Expreſs poſitive Law of 
God againſt any of theſe: things. I do not know of 
any ſuch Law objefted againſt any one of them. And 
therefore if all , or any of them are unlawful , they 
muſt be made ſo, either by Conſequences drawn 
_ Divine Laws, or certain Circurnſtances attending 
them. 

Thirdly , That I am concerned in this Diſcourſe to 
vindicate them from being unlawful, upon the account 
onely of this oze Circumſtance, wiz. Our Symbolizing 
with the Church of Rome.in them. Now then, 


Firſt, As: to. the Government of: dur Church . by" 


Biſhops : This is ſo far from being an 2nlawfut Symbo- 
lizing with the Church of Rome, that we have _ 
| clear 
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clear Evidence of its being a Symbolizing with her in 
an Apoſtolical Inſlitution. And what Eminent Divines 
of the Presbyterial Party have acknowledg'd (and is 
too evident to be denied or doubted by any, who are 
not wholly ignorant of Church-Hiſtory) is ſufficient 
(I ſhould think) to fatisfie unprejudiced perſons con- 
cerning the truth of 2his : And that is, that this was 
the Government of all Churches in the World from 
the Apoſtles times, for about 1500 years together. 
Beza, in his Treatiſe of a 7 hreefold kind of Epiſcopacy , 
Divine, Humane, and Satanical , aſlerts concernin 

the ſecond (which is that which we call Apoſtolical) 
that of this kind is to be underſtood whatſoever we read 
concerning the _—_— of Biſhops , in Ignatius , and 
other more Antient Writers. And the tamous Peter 
Du Moulin, in his Book of the Paſtoral Office , written in 
defence of the Presbyterial Government, acknowledg- 
eth , that preſently after the Apoſtles times, or even in 
their time (as Eccleſraſtical ſtory witneſſeth) it was or- 
dained , that in every City one of the Presbytery ſhould 
be called a Biſhop , who ſhould have preheminence over 
his Collegues ; to avoid Confuſion , which oft times ariſeth 
out of Equality. And truly , faith he, this Form of Go- 
vernment all Churches every where received. Mr. Cal- 
vin faith in his /n/titation of Chriſtian Religion , Qui 
bus docendi munus injuntum erat, &c. Thoſe to whom 
was committed the Office of Teaching , they called them 


all Presbyters. Theſe Eletted out of their number in L. 4. cap. 
each C ity one , to whom in a ſpecial manner they gave the + $ 2+ 


Title of Biſhop; leſt Strife and Contention (as it com- 
monly happeneth) ſhould ariſe out of Equality. And in 
his Epiltle to Arch-biſhop Cranmer, he thus ac- 
colts him : 1/u/triſjime Domine , & Ornatiſſime Praſul, 
&c. Moſt Illuſtrious Sir, and moſt Honourable Prelate , 
and by me heartily Reverenced : And t-lls him, that 

i 


if 
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if he might be ſerviceable to the Church of England, 


he would not think much of paſſing over ten Seas , for 
that purpoſe. Again , in his Epiltle to the King of Pg. 


land , he thus ſpeaks of Patriarchs and Arch-biſhops 
The Ancient Church did appoint Patriarchs and Pri. 
mates in. every Province, that by this bond of Concord 
the Biſhops might the better be knit together. 

In ſhort,(tor I muſt not proceed farther upon this vaſt, 
ly large head of diſcourſe)I know not how our Brethreg 
will detend the Apoſtolical Inſtitution of the Obſervation 
of the Lords Day, while they contend that zhis of Epiſ. 
copacy cannot be concluded from the uninterrupted 
Tradition of the Catholick Church, for ſo many Cen 
turies from the time of the Apoſtles. Nor how thok 
that Separate from our Church upon the account & 
its Government. by Biſhops, and call it Antichriſlin, 
can defend the Lawfulneſs of Communicating with 

any Church in Chriſtendom for about 1500 years tv 
- gether. 

Secondly,As to Our Churches prefcribing a Liturgy a 
ſet Forms of Prayer and Adminiſtration of Sacraments, 
aud other publick Offices ; It is eaſie to ſhew that Symbs 
lizing with the Church of Rowe herein is fo far from be 
ing culpable, and much more from being a juſt ground 
of Separation from our Church , that 'tis highly Cons 
mendable. For as herein our Church no leſs Symbolizeth 
with the Primitive Church, than with that of Rome, a 
ſhe is now Conſtituted (nothing being. more certainly 
known, than that Liturgies are ot moſt Ancient 
ſtanding ) fo nothing is more highly expedient , for 
the due management of the publick Worſhip of God, 
than the uſe of a Liturgy. And , indeed, inſtead oi 
Expedient T mig ht fay Neceſſary; it being impoſlibk 
to ſecure the performance of publick Worſhip with 
that ſolemanity and gravity that becomes it,in a o_ 
where 
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where its Miniſters are wholly left free to the Exer- 
cike of Extemporary invention. But the handling of 
this Argument 1s the buſineſs of another new Diſcourſe, 
to which I refer the Reader. I ſhall therefore con- 
clude it with a citation out of Calvins Epiſtle Ad Pro- 
teftorem Anglia ; faith he ; As to a Form of Prayers 
and Eccleſiaſtical Rites, I do wery much approve of the 
publiſhing of a fixed one , from which it may not be ! aw- 
ful for the Paſtors to depart in the exerciſe of their 
Funftion : Thereby to provide againſt the (tmplicity and 
unskilfulneſs of ſome, and that the conſent of all the 
Churches with each other may more certainly appear - 
And laſtly, to put a barr to the otipping Levity of others, 
who Aﬀett certain innovations. And therefore (as he 
proceeds) Statum eſle Catechiſmum oportet , Statam 
Sacramentorum Adminiſtrationem, publicam item 
precum Formulam , there ought to be an Eſtabliſhed 
Catechiſm, an Office for the Adminiſtration of the Sa- 
craments Eſtabliſht , and alſo a Publick Form of Prayers. 
And he accordingly compoſed a Liturgy, to beuſed by 
the Miniſters in Gezeva, on Sundays and Holydays. 
And the Exiles that reſided at Geneva, in the days of 
Queen Mary, did by his advicedraw upa Liturgy, which 
was Printed in the Eng/iſh Tongue, in the year x 5 56. 
Thirdly, As to a Liturgy ſo contrived as that of our 


Church is, what hath been ſaid of the vaſt diſtance 


between our Church and that of Rome herein, is ſuffi- 
cient to ſhew that there can be no warrantable pre- 
tence for Separation from our Church , upon rhe ac- 
count of the Symbolizing that 1s between theſe two 
Churches in 2hjs particular. But we will particularly 
con(tder thoſe inſtances of agreement between ours and 
the Reman Service which are moſt offenfive ro our 
Brethren ; they are eſpecially theſe four. 

F 2 r. Our 


” 
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x. Our many ſhort Prayers, which ſome have toy 
lighly called ſhort Cats , and Shreddings, and rather 
Wiſhes than Prayers. But there needs no other reply 
hereunto, than zhat our Learned Hooker gives, wiz, 
That St. Auguſimn faith , Fpilt. 121. That the Brethren 
in gy pt are reported to have many Prayers , but ever 
of them very ſhort, as if they were Darts thrown out with 
a kind of ſudden quickneſs , leſt that Vigilant and erefi 


— attention of mind , which in Prayer is very neceſſary, 


_#t in Proſe. 


ſhould be Waſted and dulled through Continuance , if their 
Prayers were few and long. But that which St. Auſtin 
alloweth, they Condemn , &tc. He might as well have 
ſaid, What that good Father Commendeth ; nay his word; 
imply no ſmall commendation. And I texr not to ap 
peal to all Pious Souls, who without prejudice joyn 
with us in our Publick Prayers, whether they find 
the ſhortneſs of many of them an hindraxce or help to 
their Devotion. I don't queſtion but that ſuch wil 
readily acknowledge that they find it an help. And 
therefore, in my weak judgment ,- our 5ymbolizing 
with the Church of Rome in this particular, is Symbs 
lizing with her in that which is highly commendablk, 
as *tis ſo alſo in that wherein ſhe Sy mbolizeth-with v6 
ry Ancient Churches. 

2. Another inſtance is, The Peoples bearing a part 
with the Miniſter in Divine Service, But Mr. Baxter 
hath faid enough in his Chriſtian Direfory , on Q. 83. 
not only to vindicate the Lawfulneſs , Tut the Fitneſs 
and Expediency alſo, of Symbolizing herein with the 
Church of Rome. Saith he, 

I. The Scripture no where forbids it. 

2. If the People may do this in the Pſalms in Metrt, 
there can be no reaſon given , but they may Lawfuly do 


3, The 
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. 3. The Primitive Chriſtians were ſo full of Zeal and 
Love of Chriſt, that they would have taken it for an 
injury , or quenching of the Spirit , to have been wholly 
reſtrained from bearing a part in the Praiſes of the 
Church. 

4. The uſe of the Tongue keeps awake the Mind, and 
firs up Gods graces in his Servants. 

5. It was the decay of Zeal in the People, that firſt 
ſhut out the Reſponſes : while they kept up the Ancient 
Zeal, they were inclined to take their part vocally in 
the Worſhip. Though I were under no obligition 


of brevity, I ſhould add nothing more ot mine own / 


about this matter. 

3- Another inſtance of this Nature is , the taking of 
fome of the Collefts out of the Maſs-Book. But to ths 
I give this, I hope as ſatifafory as ſhort Aniwer, viz. 
That theſe Prayers are cither good or bad : if they 
are bad ones, they -may not be uſed , though they 
were wot in the Maſs-Book; and upon that account 
the uſe of them would be Unlawful, not upon tlie 
account of our Symbolizing in them with the Roman 
Church. But if they are all good ones, as they are ve- 
ry good , then from what hath been faid, *tis Evident 
that this Symbelizing cannot make them bad; and 'tis 
a hard caſe that we ſhould not -be allowed the ule of 
whatſoever is good in their Service. Our Brethren will 


allow of reading the fame Scriptures that they do, and 
why then ſhould they difallow of uſing what perte&ly 
agreeth with Scripture , becauſe they uſe it? Our de- 


parture from them was deſigned to be a Reformation, 
not a total Deſtruttion and Extirpation. 

4- The laſt inſtance is, The appointing of Leſſons 
out of the Apocryphal Books. But herein we Symbc- 


lize with. the Primitive Church , rather than with this 


of Rome : For (as hath been ſhewed out of the 6. Ar- 
ticle 


# 


j 
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- ticle of our Church) they are not appointed- to be 
read as Canenical Scripture; and we perteCtly agree 
-with the Primitive Church , in reading them for Ex. 
ample of Life , and inſtruftion of Manners , but not far 
the Eſtabliſhing of any Doftrine : Which, in that Arti 
cle, is ſhewed trom St.Hierom, to have been the Prz. 
Qice of that Church. And belides,they are not now ap. 
pointed to be ordinarily on Suxdays read in Our 
Churches, | 


Theſe I take to be the chief of thoſe inſtances of ow 
Churches Symbolizing with that of Rome, in the 
Compoſure of the Liturgy , that Our Diſſenters are 
offended at : And as for their other ObjeCtions of this 
kind, they are as eaſily anſwered. And I moſt ſincere. 
ly profeſs, that 'tis not to me imaginable that any thing 
better than Extreme prejudice can make any Man 
Separatiſt from Our Communion upon ſuch accounts 
as theſe : As alſo, that I cannot underſtand how any de 
vout and pious Souls that come to our Publick Prayer 
without prejudice, can find themſelves in the leaſt 
tempted not to joyn in them heartily with the Con- 
gregation. Abſolute perfe&tion -is not to be expetted 
1n any thing of a human make; but it all would read Our 
Liturgy with that Candour they ufe in reading the 
Books of thoſe they bave a good opinion of , as I am 
ſure they could think nothing z#to/erable therein ,: ſo 
am I as ſure, they would freely acknowledge it tobe 
exceedingly well adapted'to the defign of it), w72.. the 
exciting of. Devotion-, and that good temper of mind, 
that is neceſſary to Our Worthipping of God 7» Spirit 
and in Truth. | am certain, the experience of very 
many as excellent Chriftians as: this Age-can 4oq/? of, 
do bear me witneſs, that this isno' kavifly commends 
tion of Our Prayers. Dr.7ayler that bleſſed Martyr 


oave 
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ye this Teſtimony to Our Liturgy : There was ſet Att and 


forth by the moſt Innocent King Edward (for whom God —_ 


be Praiſed everlaltingly ) the whole Churc 
great deliberation and advice of the beſt Learned Men 
in the Realm ; and Authoriſed by the whole Parliament , 
and received and Publiſht gladly by the whole Realm ; 
which Book was never reformed but once, and yet by that 
one Reformation it was as fully perfetted , according to 
the Rules of Our Chriſtian Religion in every behalf , 
that no Chriſtian Conſcience could be Ofended , with 
any thing therein contained. T mean of that Book Re- 


formed. What then would he have thought ot i, 


had he lived to ſee it twice more Reformed , as it hath 
been fince ? 


Laſtly, 1 proceed to the fore-named Rites and Cere- 
monies of Our Church, in which Our Symbolizing 
with Popery is ſo much Condemned , and made a pre- 
tence for Separation. But before I come to partici- 
hrs, I will obſerve in the general , that the diſtance 
Our Church keeps from that of Rome in the impoſition 
of Ceremonees, is infinitely greater than her Agreement 
therein with her. For, as thoſe impoſed by o«r Church 
(as hath been already faid) are exceeding few, not 
the hundredth part ſcarcely of thoſe impoſed by the 
Roman Church , ſo doth not owr Church impoſe them 


(as the other doth) on the Conſciences of her Mem--- 
bers as things of eceſſity, as parts of Religion or me- - 
ritorious Services, as hath been proved out of the Arti- - 


cles. Now then, 


1. As tothe Surplice, our Church requires not the - 
wearing of this Garment, as an Holy Veſtment, like : 


the Prieſtly Garments under the Old Law , but meerly 


for the fake of Order and Uniformity : whereas in the © 
Church of Rowe a Surplice may not be- worn till 'tis- 


hallowed 


u- 


, ts, fs 
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hallowea in a ſolemn manner by the Biſhop, or ſome 
one by his Allowance (as may be fecn in the Miſa) 
with divers Prayers, that it may defend him who weary 
it from the Aſſaults of the Devil; the Prayers being 
accompanied with a number of Croſſings , and, in fine, 
the Surplice beſprinkled with Holy Water, in the 
Name of the Bleſſed Trinity. But, I fay, in ow 

g Church 'tis uſed only as a Garment of diftin&tion ; no 
more holineſs is placed in it , than in the-ZZoods worn 
over it meerly for diſtinftion of degrees: And the 
White is preterred before any other Colour , becauſe 
it was a very antient Cuſtom in the Primitive 
Church for ttexMiniſters to Officiate in White Gar- 

Weſpbalum ments. Beza ſalt of the Surplice, Theſe linnen Gar- 

vol. 1. p. ments we do not ſo ſtick at , that we would have the pro 

255 greſs of the Word of God hindred in the leaſt for them. 
And we might ſhew that Mr. Cafvin much blamed 
contending with Authority about the wearing this 
Garment : Particularly in his Epiſtle to Bu/linger 
And ſince all the Popiſh abuſe of this Garment is per- 
fetly removed , I know not why all Miniſters ſhould 
not be of their mind ; and much lets can I imagine, 
why thoſe who are not obliged to wear it , ſhould be 
aftrighted from our Churches by the meer fight of fo 
Innocent a thing, | 

2. As to the Croſs in Baptiſm ; Our Church: holds 
ſo little Conformity with the Papiſts herein , that in no 
one thing of an Indifterent nature can our Symbolizing 
with them be leſs ſcandalous. Dr. Burges in his de 

- ._ fence of Dr. Morton, Sheweth , that we hold no Confor 

"41% mity with the Papiſts in the ule thereof, either in the 
time when , or place where , or -manner how , or end 
whereto, The Miniſter with us (as he there ſheweth) 

may not Croſs Himſelf, or the People, or Font , Wa 
ter, 'Communion-Table , or Cups, or the Bread and Win, 
| of 
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or any other of Gods Ordinances: All which in Pope» 
ry the Prieſt is bound to do, for their Conlecration, 
or bleſſing of himſelf, or them, as without which nc- 
thing is Conſccrated. The Cluld to be Baptized with 
us, ay not Le Crofled before Baptiſm on the Forehead, 
Breaſt, or any part; which in Popery, the Prieſt muſt 
do, to drive away the Devil, and make the Efficacy of 
that Sacrament more eaſy and ſtrong, as they teach. 
After Baptiſm, the Miniſter may not with w Croſs the 
Children wich Oyl or Chriſm, or without, on the 
Crown of the Hcad, as in Popery is required, to give 
them their full Chriſtendom, leſt they ſhould die be- 
fore Confirmation. Yea at Confirmation, the Miniſter 
is not to make the ſign of the Croſs on the Forehead 
with Chriſm or without, which is enjoyned in Popery 
as an Eſſential part of the Sacrament ( as they call it ) 
of Confirmation. Nay ( as he procceds) if the Child 
be in danger of preſent death, and not hke to live to 
make proteiTion of Chriſt Crucified, the Miniſter is di- 
rected not to uſe the ſign of the Croſs; that all may 
know, that we hold it not to be either Operative upon 
the Child, orat all neceſſary to the Efficacy of the Lord's 
Sacrament, but do onely retain it, according, to the 


firſt and . beſt intenticn, as an outward badg of the 


Conſtant profeſſion of Chriſt Crucificd. And whereas 
tis faid in the 30 Canon, that by this lawful Ceremo- 
wy and honorable badg, this Child is dedicated to the ſer- 
vice of Chriſt, the Doftor declareth that he hath good 
warrant to aſſure thoſe who are offended at that Expli- 
caricn, that'the word dedicated doth there import no 
more, than declared by that Ceremony to be dedicated, 
viz, by the foregoing Baptiſm : like as the Prieſt is faid 
to have cleanſed the Leper, whom he onely declareth to 
be clean, Lev. 14. 11. And 'tis manifeſt from the ac- 
count given of the 'impoſing of this Ceremony in that 


Canon 
A 


\ 


Reſp. ad 
Baldw. p. 
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Canon, that this Phraſe cannot otherwiſe be underſtogd 
I ſhall not need to add any thing more about 7h Cere, 
mony, after I have faid, rhat our Chvrch retains it ng 
in imitation of the Church of Rome, but of the Primz. 
tive Chriſtians , they thereby (to uſe the Words of the 
foreſaid Canon) making an outward profeſſion even to th 
aſtoniſhment of the Jews , that they were not aſhamed, 
acknowledge lum for their Lord and Saviour , who die 
for them upon the Croſs, &c. And (as it follows) th 
uſe of the Sign of the Croſs in Baptiſm , was hell 
in the Primitive Church , as well by the Greeks, | 
the Latins , with one conſent and great applazſe, QC. | 
conclude with Beza's judgment of the Lawfulnefs 
this Ceremony. Saith he, 7 know many too have retan 
ed the uſe of the Sign of the Croſs , the Adoration of th 
Croſs being taken away : Let them, as is meet, uſe thei 
own Liberty. But in our Church, not onely the 44 
ration of the Croſs, but likewiſe all Super/tition in th 
uſe of it, is perfe&tly aboliſhed. How then can tk i 
thought ſuch a Symbolizing with the Church of Rm 
as may warrant Separation trom our Communion ? c 
3- As tothe Ceremony of Kneeling at the Communin:Þ | 
If our Churches Declaration at the end of the Comm d 
nion-Service , will not vindicatc her from an Unlawfilf t! 
Sy mbolizing with Rome herein, T1 have nothing tw a 
fay in her defence. The declaration is this: Whereaſp G 
it is ordained in this Office for the Adminiſtration of tk b 
Lords Supper , that the Communicants ſhould receive tk $ 
fame Kneeling (which order is well meant , for a ſignif m 
tion Eg .our humble and grateful acknowledgment of th in 
ts of Chriſt, therein given to all worthy Receivers, Uu! 
.and for the avoiding of ſuch Prophanation and diſorder ny #ti 
the Holy Communion , as might otherwiſe enſue) yet kf it, 
the ſame Kneeling ſhould by any Perſons , either out iff C!: 
Ignorance and Jamisy , or out 'of Malice and _ 
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be miſconſtrued and depraved ; It is here declared, that 
thereby no Adoration is intended , or ouzht to be done , 
either unto the Sacramental Bread and Wine , there bo- 
dily received, or unto any Corporal Preſence of Chriſt's 
Natural Fleſh and Blood. For the Sacramental Bread 
and Wine remain /till in their very Nataral ſubſtances , 
and therefore may not be adored, ( for that were Idolatry * 
to be abborred of all faithful Chriſtians.) And the Natu- 
ral 'Body and Blood of our Saviour Chriſt are in Fea- 
wen, and not here ; it being againſt the truth of Chriſt's 
Natural Body , to be at one time in more places than one. 
We ſee that our Church doth here, not only declare 
that no Adoration is in this Geſture intended, either to 
the Elements or to Chriſt's Corporal Preſence under the 
Species of Bread and Wine ; but alſo that, as ſuch a 
Prerence is abſurd and contradiftious , ſo the adori 

of rhe Sacramental Bread and Wine, would be Idolatry 
to be abhorred by all faithful Chriſtians. $5 that, as 
nothing is in it ſelf more indifferent than his Geſture 
in receiving the Holy Communion , there being not 
one Word ſaid of the Geſture in our Saviours Inſtituti- 
on of this Sacrament , either before his Death to his 
Diſciples, or after. his Aſcenſion to St. Paul, (who hath 


delivered to us what he received of the Lord about 


this matter, as he (21d, that 1s, a/ that he had received) 
and as Chriſt hath Conſequently left the particular 
Geſture to the determination of the Church, a Geſture 
being in the general neceſſary ; ſo this Circumſtance of 
Symbolizing with the Church of Rome hcrein , cannot 
make Our Cimurches requiring Feeling to be Unlaw- 
ful (and much leis our Obedience to the Church in 
uſing this Geiture) ſeeing all the: Idolatry and Syper- 
fition to) , wherewith the Church of Rome hath abuſed 
It, is perietly removed, an{ 'tis required by our 
Church meerly as a decent Reverend Geſture, 

G -2 4. AS 
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4. As to the. Ring in Marriage : The Church of 
Rome ( as is to be ſeen in the Office of Matrimay, 
jJuxta uſum Eccleſiz Sarisburienfs) abuſeth it moſt ng. 
toriouſly. There you have it, firſt bleſſed with zu 
Prayers; in the former of which, God is beſeeched 
* to ſend his bleſſing on this Ring, that ſhe who ſhall we 
it may be Armed with the Power of Heavenly defenc, 
and it may be Leneficial to her, to Eternal life, throw 
Chriſt our Lord. And in the /atter, the Prieſt, Croſſing 
himſelt, Prayeth, that God would bleſs this Ring, which w 
in thy Floly Name bleſs, that whoſoever ſhall wear it, 
abide in Lis Peace, &c. Next, Holy Water is ſprinkled 
upon the Ring: And laſtly , the Bridegroom puts it 
upon the Brides 7humb, the Bridegroom taying, In th 
Name of the Father : Then upon her ſecond Finger, ſay. 
ing, Azd of the Son : Then on the third, laying, And 
the Floly Ghoſt : Then on the fourth, ſaying, Amer 
And there he leaves it. And there 1s expreſſed a ſpect 
al Myſtery in leaving it upon that Finger. But there 
uſed nothing of this impious or Superſtitious fooling 
about the Ring in ozr Office of Marriage. All the do 
ings about it are, the Bridegrooms putting it on the 
fourth Finger, he ſaying after the Miniſter, With thi 
Ring I thee Wed; and the mentioning of it in the Pray: 
er tollowing, as a Token and Pledg ot the Vow and Co 
venant made between the Married Perſons. So that 
'tis ſo far from being uſed as a Sacramental ſign among 
us, that it no otherwiſe differs from a meer c:vil Cer 
mony, than as 'tis a Token and Pledg of a Covenant 
made between the Parties in the moi? Solemn manner, 
VIZ. as in the preſence of God. Andin truth, this is ſuch 
a Symbolizing with the Church of Rowe, as I ſhould 
be aſhamed to beſtow two Words about, but that 6 
many of our Brethren have been pleaſed to take offenct 
at it, 
Laſth, 
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Laſtly, As to our Obſervation of certain Holy days: All 
I ſhall fay about it is, 


x. That there is no Compariſon between the number 


of our Holy-days and the Popiſh ones. 

2. Our few are purged from all the Superſtitious and 
wicked Solemnizations of the Popiſh ones. 

3. We obſerve ſcarcely any beſides ſuch as wherein 
we have the Primitive Church for our Example: Ex- 
cepting thoſe which are enjoyned upon the account of 
Deliverances and Calamities,in which our own Nation is 
peculiarly concerned. 

4. An obſervation of them, void of Superſtitious con- 
ceits about them , and onely as our Church dire&eth , 
can have no other than a very good Effe&t upon our 
Hearts and lives. If we could ſay as St. Auſtin did of 
the Chriſtians in hs time, viz. By Feſtival Solemnities 


and ſet days, we dedicate and ſanitify to God, the memory 
of his Benefits, left unthankful forgetfulneſs of them, . 
ſhould in traft of time creep upon us, we ſhould cextain-- 


ly be much the better Chriſtians for the obſervation 
of our Holy-days. . Mr. Calvin faith, In Feſtis nen re- 


cipiendis cuperem vos eſſe Conſtantiores, &c. IT could wiſh 1, £119 ,4 
z In Epiſt.a 


that you would be more conſtant in your not receiving 
Feſtivals, But ſo, as not to contend and make a ſtir a- 
bout all, but about thoſe onely which nothing at all tend 
to Edification, and which have a manifeft appearance of 
Superſtitiou, &c. And he inſtanceth in thoſe Days 
which Popery dedicates to the Celebrating of the im- 
maculate Conception of the Virgin Mary, and of her 4/- 
ſumption, on which Holy-days nothing, he faith, can Le 
ſaid in the Pulpit, by a ſervant of God, beſides expoſing the 
folly of thoſe who have invented them. 


Monshct- 
gardens, 
þ. 81, 82, 


And in another Epiſtle, Ceteram cum Feſti dies hic 1, roig.ud 
abrogati, &c. Moreover , whereas ſome of your Country Hallerum. 


«re much offended at the Abrogation of Holy « days among 


us, 
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us , and'tis likely. that much .odious talk is ſpread abou 
it: And I make account that I am made the Authar of 
this-whole watter , and that by the Ignorant as well y 
Malicious ; 1 can ſolemnly teſtifie of my ſelf, that thy 
was done without my knowledge or deſire ,, 8c. Before | 
ever came into the City, there was wo Holy-day at gl 
obſerved befides the Lords day ; thoſe which are Cel. 
"brated by you were taken away by that ſame Law of the 
People , which baniſht me and Farel: And 'twas rathy 
Tumultuouſly extorted by the wiolence of Wicked Mey 
than decreed legally. Upon my return I obtained thi 
temper (or mean) that Chriſtmaſs-day ſhould be offer 
TE after VOUr MAaHuer , but upon the other days exty 
ordinary ſupplications ſhould be made , the Shops bein 
kept ſhut in the Morning , but after Dinner , every ar 
ſhould go about his cwn Buſineſs. 

And ,- no doubt , the. Governcurs_ of our Chu 
would be abundantly ſatisfied with ſuch an otſervatig 
of moſt of our -Holy-days, as'Mr. Calvin ordered a 
Geneva , would the People be generally fo tar cont: 
mable. 

And thus I have, I hope, ſufficiently ſhewed, that or 
Church's Sy mbolizing in this Rite too with the Churd 
of -Rome no otherwile than ſhe doth, can be no colou 
for Separation. 

It may be objected , that notwithſtanding our I 
ving ſeveral times cited Mr. Calvin, for the unlawhy 
nels of Separation from the Church of Ezgland , « 
the account of her -Symbolizing as ſhe doth with thx 
Church of Rome , yet he calleth her Ceremonies tak 
rabiles ineptie , tolerable fooleries , which would make 
one think that he was not in earneſt in calling them 
tolerable; ' fooling in the! Worſhip of God: being no /e/ 
doubt intolerable. up 


{of ha 
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In Anſwer -hereto, let Mr, Calvin account for his 
joiniig ineptiz & tolerabiles together ; bur the inſtan- 
os he gives of things: he lo cenlured, were ſuch as the 
Liturgy was cleared of, in the amendment of it under 
Queen Elizabeth, viz. Prayers for the dead, ( that is, 
that they might have a happy Reſurrection, not ſuch 
Prayers as ſuppoſed Purgatory ). Chriſm at Baptiſm , 
and Extreme Uuttion. And beſides, he faith, he was in- 
formed by Mr. X»ox, of ſeveral other Popifh Ceremonies 
that were retained, viz. the Ufe of Wax Candles, di- 
vers Croſſings at the Communion, &c. which Intormation 
was not true, 
And now, how .happy ſhould we think our ſelves, 

ald our. Brethren at length be -perſwaded to ceale 
Faring where no fear is; as alſo to fear what is really 
yery trighttul; namely, the guilt of fo great a fin as 
that of Schjſm, or making. and continuing'a breach in 
the Church 'by ' Separation without-jjuſt cauſe : The 
greatneſs. of which fin 'none have more! aggravated 
than Mr. Catvin, and ſeveral of -our old 'Nox-confor- 
miſts; who have allo zealoufly born their Teſtimony 
againft Separation from the Church of Zng/and, and 
accordingly. did themſelves hold Communion therewith 
generally ( viz. all. the Presbyterian Party ) to 'their 
dying day, though they could not Conform as Mini- 
fters. And there is another very formidable Evil too, 
which I wiſh more of -our Bretherenhad a greater ſenſe 
of, viz. the advantage that 'our Common Enemy is 
tbo like *to' make of ' our Sad 'Divifisns , "and" being 
crumbled - into fo' irtarty Sets and Parties, and hath 
aready made, in order to their final accompliſhing 
their deſigns upon us. The truth on't is, they them- 
ſelves have had the main hand in thoſe Diviſions, they ſo 
upbraid us with, (of which we have abundantEvidence) 
taving moſt induſtriouſly followed that _—_— the 
amous 
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Jam verd famous Jeſuit Campanella, viz. There is no ſuch effefnl 
:d cner- | : , x 
vandosAn- Way to weaken the Engliſh , as toſtir up ftrife and dif 
glos, nihil cord among them, .aud ſtill to feed-it + This will quic G 
drciceuam Þ#t ito our hands very fair advantages and opporti 
diſſentio& Fies. Their main fpight is at the Church of E 
aiorla land, as being well aware, that it hath ever ſince 
cxcirata, Retormation* been their moſt formidable Enemy, ant 
perpetudg the moſt impregnable Bulwark 1m. all Chriſtende 
nurtrica : . b . . . 
Quod cir) 2gainit rhe mighty Power and Policy of their Chur 
— ot Rome. What a madneſs therefore 1s it in he: 
ſuppedira- © rofefFants , to joyn. with thoſe People.in laying 
bir, Canp. Church as low as ever they are able ! And by content 
4.0% ing with our Church about innocent, if not coms 
iſþ. p- x . 
3-4. Am- dable things, upon the account of her: Symboliz 
ſtel in them with the Church of Rome , eminently to 
danger the opening ſuch a breach as ſhall let in all 
Hereſies , - Superſtitions , | and Idolatries among 4 
Which God 1in' his/ infinite Mercy prevent, by cauſt 


us to live more anſwerably to the happy Means 


Opportunities we mow enjoy , by quenching our 
unreaſonable as unchriſtian fierce Feuds and Anima 
> ties, and by making our Church like Jeruſalem of « 
a City compatt together , and at Unity within it 
Amen. 4 
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